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On behalf of the Editorial Team of the 
Milverton and Fitzhead Magazine, 
the Editor would like to thank very sincerely 
our “sorters” and “distributors”, who unfailingly 
walk the villages to ensure that everyone receives 
their monthly copy of the magazine and all of our 
advertisers, who ensure that the copy you receive is at no cost to you.



From the Vicarage …

Happy new year!

Just some thank-you’s to start the year…

Thank you to all the amazing volunteers from the churches and 
beyond for all the effort put into our Christmas events…The 
decorating of the churches, the people who have turned out to set 
up, put away, plan services, offer to take part in those services, bake 
and prepare refreshments, supervise the big events and to keep 
things running. The singers, the musicians, the creative teams, the 
flower arrangers, the cleaners, the money collectors and counters, 
the welcomers, the health and safety teams, the readers and 
leaders, …….the list is unending…

In the community of Milverton, thank you to Sally Mears and the 
Advent Windows teams, at Halse, thank you for the lovely village 
Christmas Tree, at Ash Priors thank you to all who have pulled 
together for unexpected events like funerals and wedding blessings, 
and providing a village party to mark the end of 2019, and in 
Fitzhead thank you for the Carol Singing in the Court and the 
Community Choir in The Tithe Barn…. Just a few thank-you’s, 
please feel free to add your own as we move into 2020…..

Our hopes and prayers must be for a New Year filled with hope and 
joy and love and peace.

Helene

 



Fitzhead News and Events
www.fitzhead.com           www.facebook.com/Fitzhead-village 

FITZHEAD LUNCH 
CLUB
NEW INN, HALSE

30th January 2020
12.30 pm (last Thursday of 
the month) Phone Richard 
on 01823 432352 to 
make a reservation.
(at least two days prior to the 
lunch) All welcome.

Call Bob or Helene Dysart on 
401358  to ask any questions 
about our lunch group

Just a reminder -
About the monthly
Whist drive 

Fitzhead Tithe Barn
at 7.30 pm

The Fitzhead Christmas Concert has come and gone,
leaving behind a warm glow of carols and a 
determination to continue to sing in Fitzhead 

Thank you to our audience, but particular thanks 
are due to Colin Weeks, who has patiently developed 
the confidence of choir members who were previously 
convinced that they couldn’t sing!



 Fitzhead News and Events
www.fitzhead.com           www.facebook.com/Fitzhead-village 

The Craft Group sessions 
continue fortnightly

Tuesday 7th January
and Tuesday 21st January
2-4.30pm 
in the Tithe Barn

Come along for tea/coffee, cake, chat and 
crafting. If you want to find out more, just 
come along, or give me a call, Mandy 
01823 401187

Fitzhead Newsletter and Welcome 
Booklet

Any items/news that you would like 
the village to hear about, please let 
Mandy, 401187, 
mandybool@mandyandbill.com or 
Jo, 400855, 
jo.mike.webb@gmail.com know and 
we will include in the next one.

Fitzhead Coffee morning

Monday 6th January
from 10.30 am     £1.00

At the home of MandyBool
2, Tithe Meadow

From 10.30 am

. 

Fitzhead Parish Council Meeting 

 ******************************** 

 Starting at 7.15pm 

 Tithe Barn, Fitzhead. 

Rosie Wych has taken over the 
Fitzhead Village Oil Scheme from 
Caroline Seymour, and it will continue 
to operate as it did under Caroline.
For further information, please 
contact
Rosie Wych on 400744
Or email rwych@hotmail.co.uk 
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Fitzhead Church News Summer 2019
I

FITZHEAD
FLOWER ROTA

Jan 5th 12th & 19th
Henrietta Lindsay

Jan 26th
Nic Werner

Feb 2nd
Margie Vile

                                                                                                          CLEANING
                                                                              Greer Allaway

               
FITZHEAD 
CHURCH 
BRASS 
CLEANING

Lorna Ellis

Help wanted

Are you well organised and good with numbers?  
Would you like to help support events in 
Fitzhead? Do you have a few hours spare each 
month?

Fitzhead Events Group are putting together a 
program of activities for the coming year and are 
looking for someone to help us count the pennies 
that we raise.  These may fund future village 
events or could be donated to local causes.

If you secretly love spreadsheets or are a whizz 
with online banking, we would love to hear from 
you.  If you are looking to learn a new skill, this 
volunteer role would also suit you as we can 
provide training and support.

The commitment would be just a few hours each 
month, and our small, friendly group has no more 
than six evening meetings throughout year.

If you have recently moved to the village and 
would like to meet new people, we are always 
looking for support putting on events so we 
would love to hear from you too!

If you would like to find out more about the 
treasurer role or the events group, please get in 
touch.  Email eventsgroup@fitzhead.com or call 
400024.

We're getting social in Fitzhead!  Follow us:

Facebook @FitzheadVillage

Instagram @fitzheadevents

FITZHEAD CHURCH NEWS

I am pleased to confirm that after a wonderful five months of leading your Sunday 
services, May to September, taking part with Helene in October's Harvest, November's 
Remembrance and December's Carol services, that I will be back in 2020.

Our Sunday, Family Morning Worship services are at 1030. The first few dates are Jan 
12th, Feb 9th, Mar 8th and April 12th.
It is a friendly service in St James, with more of you joining us every month, so do come 
along!! 

Most people stay after the service for tea/coffee and biscuits with a good natter and a 
chance to continue our fellowship and community spirit.
I look forward to seeing you all, along with lots of new friends this year!

Best Wishes for Peace and Happiness throughout 2020.
Steven and Helene



7

Yet again, we are asked by residents 
to include an item about dog poo.  
This time it is specifically in the 
Jubilee Gardens, where children can 
play, but remember, dog’s can be 
trained, and so can people.  
PLEASE, PICK UP AFTER YOUR 
DOG, AND PUT THE BAG IN YOUR 
BIN AT HOME . If you see and can 
identify an offending  dog/owner,, 
please let any member of the parish 
Council know.

Following the resignation of two Councillors, 
the Parish Council has two vacancies. 
Councillors will fill these vacancies by 
co-option and would be pleased to hear from 
anyone who would like to play a role in this 
interesting and varied aspect of village life.
For details and an informal discussion please 
call the Chair of the Council Ian Ainsworth 
Smith on  400365 or the Clerk, Clare Winter 
on 01823 972529.
Candidates must be a citizen of the UK, 
Ireland or the EU, at least 18 years old and 
be an elector in the Parish or an owner of 
land in the Parish or lives within three miles 
of the Parish or works mainly in the Parish.

This magazine had to go to print before 
Christmas Eve, and therefore before Carols 
in the Cowshed took place, but in 
anticipation, many thanks as always, to the 
Whittle Family, to the band of “Centurians” 
to all other helpers, and of course, to 
everyone who came to the farm to share 
this magical experience on Christmas Eve



             FITZHEAD PHOTOS
The Editorial group would be pleased to
receive good quality photos of Fitzhead.

Please send them as jpegs to the Editor
At milvertonparishmag.ed@gmail.com

Milverton conservation 

volunteers

MILVERTON ALLOTMENT AGM

at Milverton Cricket Club

Butts Way

27th January 2020

at 7pm

FREE 8 WEEK MENS’ LEARN TO SING CLASSES
Everyone knows singing is good for both health
 and happiness, 

The classes will take place every Thursday evening,
7pm to 9pm, from 13 February to 2 April, 2020 in 
the large
modern hall of the Oakwood Church Centre, 
Obridge Road, Taunton
We welcome men of all ages - young and old. 
Why not encourage a friend or two to register also?

NEW TO SINGING? There are many men who would
 love to sing. Most of them never get around to it, 
don’t have the opportunity or maybe are too self-conscious
 to give it a go. The simple fact is that just about everyone can sing. This free course will 
help them discover their voice and gain confidence. Also, there’s no need to worry about 
reading music, the simple teaching methods will help you to learn a song quickly.

SUNG BEFORE? Maybe it’s a few years since they've sung, if so, this course is the 
perfect way to ease vocal chords back into action. Regular singers may find the course 
useful to learn different voice parts in a relaxed and friendly environment.

Everyone will be given access to professional teach tracks and course booklets.

The course is completely free and is a nationally recognised singing course which in fact 
was proudly originated some years ago by The Rivertones whose base is in Taunton, but 
who have members throughout Somerset and parts of Devon. Car sharing is encouraged 
in the furthest areas.

Songs from Adele and The Beatles are included in the course.

Anyone interested can contact Peter Elliston 01823 256656 
or e-mail peterelliston2@btinternet.com

Further details on our website:
http://www.therivertones.org.uk
 
 



The Editor wishes to place on record the thanks of the Magazine Team to all those who 
continue to provide images for the cover of the Magazine, however more photos as jpegs 
would be very welcome.  Thanks for this month to Milverton Primary School 

The Deadline for copy for the January 2020 edition is 15th December.  Please email 
to: editor@milvertonparishmag.org.uk or call Jenny Hoyle on 400529.

EMAIL ADDRESS:- milvertonmusicclub@gmail.com

Tickets £15 call 01823 400416 or email milvertonmusicclub@gmail.com more information is available 
on our web site www.milvertonmusic.co.uk

Our next very popular open mic session is on Friday 3rd January 2020. This will be 
the 24th year of Milverton Music and thanks for all the help and support we’ve had over 
that time.
We look forward to a splendid evening of music plus some awful Christmas Cracker 
jokes. Music from :- John Hartoch, Tony Batten, Robert West, (Yvette Stallens, Helen 
Napper, Claire Stronach) Lionel Took, Gareth Clarke, Roger Heathers, Brigadoon, 
Gabbi & Giles Newman Turner, Peter Krijgsman, Emily Hampson. The Silver Street 
Band.  All this for just £3, doors open at 7-30 music starts at 8-00.
Please bring something to drink as we don’t provide a bar on our open mic nights.
 

Kitty Macfarlane in Concert
Feb 21st 2020

 
We welcome Kitty back to her performing 
roots at Milverton Music Club. This amazing 
singer songwriter is currently forging a very 
successful musical career. She will be 
accompanied by the talented musician Sam 
Kelly. Support spot from Seb Pollack.

"Smooth and believable" 
- Iggy Pop, BBC 6 Music

 
"Stunningly beautiful - what a production, what a sound"

- Mark Radcliffe, BBC Radio 2
 

"In my view: authentic emotion. That and talent of course"
- Tom Robinson, BBC 6 Music

 
"There's something gloriously pure and authentic about everything she does" 

- BBC Intro In The West
 

"An inordinately accomplished musician"
- Folk Radio UK

 
Doors open at 7-30 music starts at 8.00 (there will be a bar)

Tickets £10 call 01823 400416 or email milvertonmusicclub@gmail.com
More information is available on our web site www.milvertonmusic.co.uk



January 2019

9

1. Tell the truth
Government must tell the truth by declaring a climate and 
ecological emergency, working with other institutions to 
communicate the urgency for change.

2. Act Now
Government must act now to halt biodiversity loss and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2025.

3. Beyond Politics
Government must create and be led by the decisions of a 
Citizens’ Assembly on climate and ecological justice.

Milverton Concert Society
February 28th  2020 7.30pm

The London Bridge Trio is one of Britain’s 
most exciting and brilliant chamber groups, 
whose primary focus is driven by the piano 
trio repertoire. They are known for their deeply 
nuanced and searching interpretations and 
strong composer led programmes.
 Over recent years the trio has appeared 
frequently in London with Wigmore Hall and 
Kings Place concerts, 
as well as a residency at St John’s Smith Square. Their concerts at St George’s Bristol 
were broadcast as a series of BBC Radio 3 Lunchtime Concerts.
Reviews:
"Their performance shone from beginning to end, producing endlessly beautiful sounds 
that defied the acoustics by ringing on in the air beyond the end of the pieces." From Music 
and vision
Their Schumann recording for Sonimage Classics drew observations such as "rendered 
with a bubbling brilliance", and "heart touchingly eloquent" from the Sunday Times. 
“The poetry,flexibility and ardour displayed by these gifted players held me captive from the 
first note to the last” from Gramophone

At Milverton their programme includes Beethoven,Schumann,Mendelssohn
Tickets and details www.milvertonconcerts.org

The season continues with Red Priest on March 27th 2020

In Ecclesia visit to St Michael's, 
19 January 2020

In Ecclesia are looking forward to returning to St 
Michael’s to celebrate the feast of the Epiphany in 
words and music.  

This hour-long meditative candlelit service of beautiful 
music in your beautiful church, includes Taizé chants, 
music by Will Todd and John Rutter, and features John 
Rutter's 'Carol of the Magi' with its haunting cello 
accompaniment, played by cellist Chris Sampson. 

There will be a retiring collection in aid of Save the 
Children.
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Telephone numbers are essential, addresses are not 
required. Copy to the Editor by the 15th of each month

                                                            
                                             Bike marking and Registration
                                          By the Neighbourhood Police Team
                                                          On January 18th
                                             Between 10 am and 2.00 pm
                                                      At Kingsmead School

MILVERTON AND DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB

Many thanks on behalf of the community of 
Milverton to the stalwart members of the 
Garden Club, who turned out to plant bulbs in 
the Jubilee Gardens.

Here’s hoping that your work will blossom in 
the Spring.

Would you like an 

allotment?

Currently there are some vacant 

plots on the Courtfield Allotment site.

If you are interested, then contact 

Milverton Parish Council by email 

   milverton.pc@gmail.com

or speak to any of the Councillors.

Plots can be split into half plots,

and a site visit can be arranged.



Tickets are selling fast so get yours either via 
the website www.milvertonconcerts.org or from 
the Globe from September 27th.



Milverton W.I.  members have decided to change 
from evening to afternoon meetings in 2020.  The 
December meeting held in the Methodist Church 
welcomed several visitors to hear about the work of 
the Hawk and Owl Trust.

The speaker, Zoe (Smith),  the Peregrine Project 
Officer travelled from Norwich where she is based to 
talk about the work of the Trust and their nature 
reserves, Sculthorpe Moor near Fakenham, Norfolk  
and Shapwick Moor on the Somerset levels.
 Her talk was beautifully illustrated, using spectacular photos and nest camera footage 

covering not only birds but also the wonderful flora and fauna on the reserves.

Zoe also talked in depth about Urban Peregrines in the UK and told us about the 
Norwich Cathedral Peregrines, established there over the past ten years.  The 
Peregrine Network is a new initiative which aims to connect Peregrine projects across 
the UK and educate the nation.

Did you know that Mary Magdalene Church in Taunton now has a breeding pair of 
Peregrines on the tower? 
Peregrines can be seen hunting locally so it is worth familiarising yourself with their 
shape and colour.

A big ‘thank you’ to Diana Smith for organising such interesting talks and enjoyable 
entertainments throughout the past year and for 2020.

The next meeting of the Milverton WI will be on Thursday 2nd January at 2.30 pm at The 
Clubhouse, Milverton Recreation Ground, Butts Way, Milverton.  There will be a Quiz 
and other games. 
Refreshments will be available and visitors are most welcome.

Milverton Candlelit Bazaar

The Bazaar went with a swing, and 

most stallholders reported a very 

successful evening.

Many thanks to new Organiser David 

Hatfield; to all of the helpers in the 

Church; to all stall holders and to the 

community who came to support the 

Bazaar.
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Image: Kate Wheeler

Volunteers still required to assist with 
the refurbishment of signposts within 
Milverton Parish.
Please contact Maggie Dinning on 
400142   

 or maggiedinning@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM
THE  VICTORIA ROOMS
www.milverton-somerset.uk/milverton.victoria.rooms.

The winner of the 100 Club for December was   
Congratulations 
Happy New Year!
 Our Christmas Bingo Evening on 7th December was very well attended and great fun was had 
by all.   There were loads of prizes to be won and the raffle table was heaving with goodies.   
Many thanks to Carol and her hardworking team for arranging the evening which also raised a 
very good sum for the Victoria Rooms.

Don’t forget our AGM which will be held on 14th January 2020 in the Reading Room, starting at 
7pm.   Members of the public are invited to attend.   As previously mentioned, we do have a 
couple of vacancies on the committee and if anyone would like to become a Trustee and help 
with the day to day running of our village hall, please give Philip a call on 400609.

Somerset Opera will once again be performing at the Victoria Rooms.  This time, they will be 
performing Iolanthe on Saturday 28th March 2020.  Doors open at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start.   
There will be a bar.  Somerset Opera are always very popular when they visit Milverton, so 
don’t miss out.  Tickets, costing £10.00 each, will be available from Milverton Stores from the 
beginning of February but to be sure of your seat, please ring Sue on 400609 to book your 
tickets in advance.  
 We are always looking for new fundraising ideas for events at the Victoria Rooms so, if you 
have a brilliant idea for raise some money for our village hall, but are not sure how to go about 
it, please give Sue a call on 400609 and our fundraising committee will be very happy to help.

Maggie has been doing a great job over the past few years sending off our donated used 
postage stamps and has raised a good sum of money for the Victoria Rooms.   Don’t forget to 
drop your stamps from your Christmas cards into the envelope in the Reading Room when you 
are passing or, alternatively, give Maggie a call on 400142.

You can also support our village hall by purchasing a ticket for the Somerset West Lottery and 
selecting the Victoria Rooms as your chosen charity.  For each ticket purchased, the Victoria 
Rooms receives 50p.   So far, we have received over £560.00 from this source so many 
thanks to everyone who has supported the Lottery and nominated the Victoria Rooms as their 
chosen charity.  To purchase your tickets, go to the website www.somersetwestlottery.co.uk 
and search for Milverton Victoria Rooms.  Good luck!

Don’t forget to visit the market in the Victoria Rooms on the first Saturday of every month.   
There are stalls selling a wide range of items, many of them homemade or home grown 
locally.   You can also sit and relax in the Reading Room while enjoying a cup of coffee and 
slice of cake – what better way to spend a Saturday morning!   There may be vacancies for 
stalls over the coming months and, if you are interested in booking, please ring Sally on 
400320 to check availability.  

If you would like to book the Victoria Rooms, please contact Geoff on 401365 (or by email at 
victoriaroomsbookings@gmail.com) for more details, or visit the village website 
www.milverton-somerset.uk/milverton.village.hall.

All forthcoming events at the Victoria Rooms are listed on our page of the Milverton community 
website:  www.milverton-somerset.uk/milverton.victoria.rooms.
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MILVERTON AND DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB

                                            
  

        

“THE BALTIC FOREST AND MOORLAND” –                                                                                                           
AN EXPLORATION OF THE PRIMEVAL FORESTS                                                                                           
OF ALUTAGUSE IN THE BALTIC STATES

EuCAN MILVERTON CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS                                                                                              
2020 KICK OFF MEETING

Tuesday 7th January 2020 7.00 pm in the Victoria Rooms

At its 'kick off' meeting on 7th January the Milverton Conservation Volunteers will be showing a 
film, “The Baltic Forest and Moorland” The wide, often untouched wilderness of the Baltic 
hinterland is home to many animals. More than 350 brown bears live here together with a fifth of 
the world's spotted eagle population. Over 1000 wolves hunt in the forests and Lithuania is the 
land of storks - with over 13.000 pairs!

 Formed in 2012 the Milverton Conservation Volunteers operate under the auspices of EuCAN, a 
not for profit company which organises nature conservation volunteering in the UK and Europe. 
The group meets regularly throughout the year and also undertakes one off tasks and organises 
visits throughout further afield.

Our projects in the village have included the road verge near the roundabout which is home to 
nearly 150 species of plant and several species of butterfly. We have also worked at the school 
and the Herb Farm to enhance the biodiversity of the road verges there. Away from the village 
we have helped manage a site protected under the EU Habitats Directive and also worked with 
Wessex Water at Clatworthy to restore the Greater Broomrape and the Pied Flycatcher.

We have a busy programme lined up for 2020 and would like to invite existing and potential 
volunteers and well as anyone who is interested in nature conservation to come along, see what 
we do and help us 'kick off' the new season.

At the meeting we will briefly introduce the Group and its past work before setting out our 
programme for the year. As well as working on our regular sites we run a nest box project,  count 
orchids on a National Nature Reserve, and are organising a visit to Dorset in June. For the more 
adventurous our parent group EuCAN is organising a visit to Albania and a bird ringing camp in 
Croatia.

 The meeting will be followed at about 7.30pm with a showing of the film “The Baltic Forest 
and Moorland”.

 The event is free but donations towards the group's running costs would be most welcome.

 For more information please contact Gwil Wren on 400657 or Trevor Phelps on 400880 or visit 
www.mcvg.org.uk
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MILVERTON ARCHIVE & HISTORY GROUP
We have had an Interesting and Productive Year with both Talks & Discussions and a 
Visit to the Wellington Museum Which including a fascinating peek into the Store 
Room.

At the April AGM 2 new members joined the Archives Committee
John Clements joined as Assistant Researcher and David Hatfield as Archivist.
David also offered to Digitise the Accessions book with an aim to make this 
searchable on Line.

David Dowling continues to record the Memories of Milverton Residents to add to our 
Knowledge of Milverton Past.

Maggie Dinning continues as Curator and to add items of Interest to the Collection 
and seek out any old Photos of Milverton and Milverton Residents.
Andrew Bowman continues in his post as  Treasurer. 

The History Group Hosted a GeoPhysical Training Day  by Sanhs in Houndsmoor and 
Although Nothing Definite was Discovered All those Taking Part Found it most 
Interesting . We are Hoping to Host Test Pit Digs in 2020.

All Those Interested in the History of Milverton are welcome to join us at our Meetings
For More Information Please contact Maggie on
400142 or  maggiedinning@gmail.com

History Group has a Facebook presence Milverton Local History and we are in the 
Milverton Community web site

 

 

How clean is your church? 

Hoover…...   Sweeping brush and pan….

Bucket and mop…….     Cleaning 
materials…….

We need volunteers to use them for a 
couple of hours once a month or now 

and again!

The team who clean regularly are now 
short of helpers.

 Please sign the list in the church porch 
and ensure we can keep the high 
standard of cleanliness and welcome in 
St Michael’s.

Thank you

MILVERTON AND 
DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB

There is not a meeting of 
the Club in January, but 

the February meeting will 
take place on 18th at 7.30 

pm in the Methodist 
Church and the talk will be 

about “a Year in a Herb 
Field”, with Sarah Weston
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Milverton History 
Group
2-15pm

Victoria Rooms 

All Welcome
Heritage Day

Following the resignation of two Councillors, 
the Parish Council has two vacancies. 
Councillors will fill these vacancies by 
co-option and would be pleased to hear from 
anyone who would like to play a role in this 
interesting and varied aspect of village life.
For details and an informal discussion please 
call the Chair of the Council Ian Ainsworth 
Smith on  400365 or the Clerk, Clare Winter 
on 01823 972529.
Candidates must be a citizen of the UK, 
Ireland or the EU, at least 18 years old and 
be an elector in the Parish or an owner of 
land in the Parish or lives within three miles 
of the Parish or works mainly in the Parish.

Alice in Wonderland!
What a fantastic show it was!  Thanks to all the cast and crew, who did an excellent 

job and to our lovely audiences, who supported us each night. We couldn’t do it 
without you! 

Cast and Crew needed for Milverton Amateur Dramatic Society's next production

Life of Riley by Alan Ayckbourn    Directed by Rebecca Beard

 What would you do if you discovered that you had only a few months to live? And, more 
to the point, what would your nearest and dearest do? Meet George Riley's best friends; 
Colin and Kathryn, Jack and Tamsin, his ex-wife Monica and her new partner Simeon as 
they struggle to come to terms with the inevitable.                                                      
Ayckbourn's masterly script has us laughing and crying in equal measure as he gets 
under the skin of suburban middle-class coupledom and gives us an ending which I 
promise you won't see coming!

Reading and Auditions on Thursday, 9th January, with performances on 24 & 25th 
April     More information from rbeard2010@hotmail.co.uk

What’s next?



19

Milverton Parish Council December meeting
Under Planning     For Parish Council Decision was the erection of double garage with formation of 
vehicular access at The Retreat, Butts Way, Milverton. The Parish Council approved the application 
subject to the conditions as set out in the Planning Officers Report and amendments presented at the 
Parish Council meeting by the Planning Officer.
For Parish Council Comment were two applications. The first was the notification to fell one Lawson 
Cypress tree within Milverton Conservation Area at The Dutch House, Wood Street, Milverton, 
Councillors supported the application. 
The second was amendments to erection of herb drying/storage building and creation of access/parking 
area on land at Burn Hill, Milverton. The amendments were for additional information regarding the 
visibility splay. Councillors had no further comments to make regarding the amendments and supported 
them. 
Planning Officer Karen Wray report the current situation with the Creedwell development application. A 
lack of information had been received with the application and a request for this had been made but this 
has a time limit on the application.

No candidates have come forward for the two Councillor Vacancies for Co-option. Councillors will 
continue to ask residents to be co-opted. The notice in the magazine will continue. Please speak to the 
Clerk if you would like to become a Councillor.

Mr Young has received the plans and quotation from Cherry Gould for Jubilee Gardens. She has 
prepared a detailed plan with a quotation being £3792. It was requested that the Parish Council lead on 
this and that it should be paid for by the PC. Councillors felt that this being a community project that 
funding should be from Village organisations. A formal request will be made to the Milverton Trust, 
Milverton Twinning group and Garden Club. It was also suggested seeing if there are some grants 
available, Lottery and Viridor where suggested.  

Mr Cotton reported that the mens toilet had been blocked, but as now been cleared by dyno rod.    It was 
felt that the toilet cleaning contract should be retendered now the toilet project is being placed on hold. 
This will be put out to tender. Clerk to look into this process. 

Mrs Dakowski gave her allotment report. The committee are now in possession of weed suppressant 
material and fixings which will be used to cover the 3 allotments which have been given up, we intend to 
strim them and cover them in the New Year getting ready for new plot holders.  We met with our 
contractor to get an estimate for stabilising the entrance just inside the gate. It was also pointed out to us 
that the gate, if not opened very carefully, swings open quite violently and then swings back. We are 
looking into a solution for this problem.
Our 3 new plot holders are working hard clearing their sites and preparing for next year. We have 3 
vacant plots which we can now advertise in the Parish Magazine sites
We intend to call an AGM of the Allotments at the Cricket Club in January, date and time to be confirmed.

Councillors agreed that the Speed Survey by Traffic Management team SCC should be carried out and 
these should be done in Wood Street, Sand Street and Station Road. 

SWTC is offering Parish Council's the chance to apply for grants to install electric charge points. 
Councillors agreed that this should be looked into and an application made. Mrs Cottrell as agreed to 
make the application for the Parish Council. 

Lorna Thorne Deputy Clerk is leaving the Parish Council at the end of January.

Clare Winter has been appointed as the new Parish Clerk, she is also the Parish Clerk for Hatch 
Beauchamp Parish Council.   Kerry Campbell has been appointed the Responsible Financial Officer, 
RFO. The Chairman welcome both to the Council.  

The Parish Council spent £1870.24 during November on Salaries, toilet cleaning, Remembrance wreath, 
grass cutting, planning officer attendance at meetings, Croft Surveyors for toilet survey, ground cover for 
allotments, water supply for toilets and new lighting tubes in the toilets. 

The Draft Budget has been sent to Councillors and the Precept will be set at the January meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also attached is a vacant allotment bit, 
please can you place that in the mag. 

And continue to place the Vacant 
Councillors piece please. 

 

We now have a new Clerk, Clare Winter, 
her phone number is 01823 972529

and can be contacted by email on this 
email address. 

 

We also have a new RFO, Kerry 
Campbell, she can be contacted on this 
email too. 

Please take off my details as I will be 
leaving the PC at the end of January. 

 

Many thanks for all your help 

Lorna 

 

Milverton Parish Council Clerk's Office

Visit our website for more information 

Supporting Milverton Diary
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Boxing Day Tea party

Many thanks to the organisers of the 
Boxing Day tea in the Victoria Rooms, 
which was enjoyed by all those who 
attended.

Milverton Bridge Club

Join us in the Victoria Reading 
Rooms every Wednesday
From 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm

Still only £2.00 per session
For more information call

Sylvia on 01823 400272 or just 
turn up on the day.



21

Trevor, this needs 
updating, and it is 
page 21 NOT 22
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Cat Sweatman

Phone number

Left blank 
for

Diary
 to extend 

across
 2 x pages

 in 
A4 format

Trev
Mil & Fitz meeting on January 9th 2020
The Battle of Britain over Somerset
Speaker John Smith
Methodist Rooms at 7.30 pm
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Left blank for
Diary

 to extend across
 2 x pages

 in 
A4 format
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         Benefice Services 
JANUARY  2020

Date Milverton Fitzhead Halse Ash Priors Milverton 
Methodist 
Chapel

5th 
January

9.30am  
Communion 
(said)

11.15am  
Communion 10.30am 

Morning 
Worship
 

 12th 
January

9.30am
 Morning Service

10.30am 
Morning 
Service

11.15am  
Communion

9.30am
 Communion

10.30am
Communion and 
Covenant
 

19th 
January

9.30am
  Communion

11.15am 
Morning 
Service

10.30am
 Morning 
Worship

26th 
January

10.30am United 
Service @ the 
Chapel 

8.30am 
Communion 
(said)

11.15am 
Family 
Worship

10.30am
United Service 

 Creedwell Communion is held at 10am on 2nd and 16th  January  in the Creedwell 
Community Rooms, Milverton. Traditional words, relaxed atmosphere with refreshment
. 
Home Communion  8th January 10am at Howzat,  Higher Fitzhead informal service with 
refreshments

Night Watch 29th January 6-7pm at The Vicarage, discussion, refreshments and prayer
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How clean is your church? 

Hoover…...   Sweeping brush and pan….

Bucket and mop…….     Cleaning materials…….

We need volunteers to use them for a couple of 
hours once a month or now and again!

The team who clean regularly are now short of 
helpers.

 Please sign the list in the church porch and 
ensure we can keep the high standard of 
cleanliness and welcome in St Michael’s.

Thank you

Milverton Parish Council

Following the resignation of two Councillors, the Parish Council has two 
vacancies. 
Councillors will fill these vacancies by co-option and would be pleased to 
hear from anyone who would like to play a role in this interesting and 
varied aspect of village life.
For details and an informal discussion please call the Chair of the Council 
Ian Ainsworth Smith on  400365 or the Clerk, Clare Winter on 01823 
972529.
Candidates must be a citizen of the UK, Ireland or the EU, at least 18 
years old and be an elector in the Parish or an owner of land in the Parish 
or lives within three miles of the Parish or works mainly in the Parish.

Milverton Parish Council will welcome a new Clerk in January. 
Clare Winter’s phone number is 01823 972529
and she can be contacted by email at      milvertonpc@gmail.com  

We also have a new Responsible Financial Officer, who is, Kerry Campbell

Very sincere thanks to Lorna Thorne, who is retiring, but has been acting 
as Clerk  since the retirement of Gwil Wren.
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 Christmas Stamps

We have managed to raise over £100 for                                                        
the Victoria Rooms, so please keep them                                              
coming over the Festive Season and into                                                    
2020
You can pop them into the white Post Box
outside the Victoria Rooms or bring them                                                              
inside.
The Post Office will take them too.

When you read this Christmas will be over, and we hope that 
everyone has had a good break and will be eager to go back 
to what has become our family at the Friday Club. We 
decorated cards and the wall in the reading room, helped by a 
couple of experts but we made the decorations. In fact we
 have done quite a lot of craft work as we also decorated 
some willow stars, again with help, but I think everyone 
enjoyed themselves and we were able to make a mess,
 (which we cleared up) but nobody minded. Our final 
meeting was our Christmas party all organised by Carol,
 who said she wanted to thank everyone who had helped 
or supported the Friday Club throughout the year. We were 
entertained by Class3 from Milverton School who came and 
sang to us which really got us into the Christmas spirit and 
they had made a Christmas card for everyone which was so kind of them, I do 
hope we'll see more of the school next year. This was followed by a visit from the 
Hillbillies who entertained us until lunch. The meal was delicious and we wished 
each other a very Happy Christmas as we said goodbye until we meet again next 
year.
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Telephone numbers are essential, 
addresses are not required. Copy 
to the Editor by the 15th of each 
month

THE MILVERTON & FITZHEAD SOCIETY

The January meeting  will be in the Methodist 
Chapel on 9th January at 7.30 pm when 

John Smith will speak about 
“The Battle of Britain over Somerset”

FABULOUS SCIENCE PROJECTS FROM CHILDREN AT MILVERTON SCHOOL

JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF PHOTOS WHICH DEMONSTRATE THE 
CURIOSITY AND BREADTH OF KNOWLEDGE OF YOUNG PEOPLE AT 
MILVERTON SCHOOL
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Letter from the Right Reverend Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton

A rich journey

‘A cold coming we had of it
Just the worst time of the year
For a journey, and such a long journey…’
 T.S. Eliot’s ‘Journey of the Magi’

How many of us are making journeys over the turning of this new year?  Perhaps it has 
been an opportunity to catch up with family or friends we haven’t seen for a while.  
Perhaps for some of us, it’s been about fun and relaxation, (although skiing doesn’t 
appeal for either, for me!)

Perhaps some of those journeys have been disrupted by weather or illness.  Or perhaps 
they’ve been punctuated by the plaintive cry, ‘Are we there yet?’  During winter months 
we are often seeing the journey as a ‘means to an end’ rather than something of value in 
itself.  However travelling with others or meeting people on the way can make journeys so 
much richer.

On my windowsill at home sits a wooden cross with a shell attached.  It’s made from the 
stick my son used to walk the Camino de Santiago, one of the most popular of pilgrim 
paths in Europe.  I’m not sure I have the legs to do it!  Two of my sons have walked it 
from France to the coast of Spain, each on their own, but meeting strangers along the 
way who have become friends.

2020 is being marked by our Cathedrals as a year of pilgrimage.  You will be hearing 
more from our Cathedral here in Wells as they invite us to share in pilgrimage with them.  
Journeying together gives opportunity for us to discover something new as we share in 
others’ perspectives and experiences, not just our own.  At this time of Epiphany we 
remember the journey of the wise men who travelled together to seek out something new.  
A star had appeared which indicated to them there was new learning to be had.  And so 
they left the familiar and went to explore what was new.

So... what new thing might you wish to explore this year?  Who might you travel with?  
And what might you do once you find it?

Wishing you a very special new year!

The Right Revd Ruth Worsley
Bishop of Taunton
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IT COSTS £70 TO 
ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SPACE FOR A YEAR

IT COSTS £35
TO ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPACE 

FOR A YEAR
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YOU CAN 
ADVERTISE IN 
THIS SPACE 

FOR £35 
FOR THE YEAR
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YOU 
COULD 

ADVERTISE IN 
THE SPACE FOR 

JUST 
£35 

FOR A YEAR



YOU COULD ADVERTISE IN 
THIS SPACE FOR £105 

FOR A YEAR
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ADVERTISE
 IN THIS SPACE 

FOR
 £35 

FOR THE YEAR
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IT COSTS JUST £105 
TO ADVERTISE 

IN THIS SPACE FOR A 
WHOLE YEAR
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YOU COULD ADVERTISE
 IN THIS SPACE FOR 

£70 
FOR THE YEAR

YOU COULD 
ADVERTISE

 IN THIS SPACE 
FOR 
£70 

FOR THE YEAR
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YOU COULD 
ADVERTISE IN 
THIS SPACE 
FOR £35 FOR 

THE YEAR
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YOU COULD 
ADVERTISE IN 

THE SPACE 
FOR JUST 

£35 
FOR A YEAR
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YOU COULD ADVERTISE IN 
THIS SPACE FOR £105 

FOR A YEAR

YOU COULD 
ADVERTISE 

IN THIS 
SPACE FOR 

£35 FOR THE 
YEAR
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