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From the Vicarage …

I have been listening to a morning radio program and the 
presenters, Jamie and Amanda, have been talking about the dark 
days of January and how this can make many of us feel flat or 
low…. They interviewed a psychologist who suggested that doing a 
good deed lifted your own spirits and this has now become their 
January campaign, “1,000 Feel Good Deeds”. 

All sorts of examples of kindnesses have been shared and people 
have, indeed, reported that being kind has made them feel good. 
Amanda did comment that maybe we should just be kind without 
expecting to make ourselves feel better….I agree…random acts of 
kindness might just be offered for kindnesses sake and not for a 
personal buzz. 

I notice that February 17th is known as “Random Act Of Kindness 
Day”….surely acts of kindness need not be restricted to one day in 
February, any more than working on good deeds in January alone is 
going to be life changing or world changing…but, it is a start!

Here are wise words from the Bible, Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 
4:32, a challenge for us all, not just today, not just this month, but 
every day….

“… clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. ... Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ forgave us.”

Helene
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FITZHEAD LUNCH 
CLUB
NEW INN, HALSE

 February 27th 
 March 26th 
12.30 pm (last Thursday of 
the month) Phone Richard 
on 01823 432352 to 
make a reservation.
(at least two days prior to the 
lunch) All welcome.

Call Bob or Helene Dysart on 
401358  to ask any questions 
about our lunch group

Just a reminder -
About the monthly
Whist drive 

Fitzhead Tithe Barn
at 7.30 pm

Fitzhead Parish Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday 12th February 2020 
 
Tithe Barn 
starting at 7.15pm 

Defibrillator Contacts 
List
Following the training 
session on how to use the
village defibrillator, it was 
suggested we compile a 
list of residents that are 
happy to be contacted to get 
the defibrillator to a casualty if they couldn’t be 
left.

There were a few people prepared to go onto 
this list at the time, but we would like to know if 
there are any others willing to be added.

Please let me know your name, address and 
telephone number so we can decide how to 
manage this.

Jill Loader  -  email:  Fitzheadpc@gmail.com   /   
Tel 01823 400801. 

Sign up for new rural broadband networks
Gigaclear

We have been advised by our Local Councillor,  
to sign up to the Gigaclear Broadband Network 
to show interest in obtaining better broadband. 
You may have already done this, but please do 
so again.   This may enable Fitzhead to get this 
service which could be overhead cables which 
are easier and less expensive than 
underground cabling to install.  Please follow 
the link below.

Gigaclear (start by entering postcode) - 
www.gigaclear.com
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The Craft Group sessions 
continue fortnightly

Tuesday 4th and 
Tuesday 18th February
2-4.30pm 
in the Tithe Barn

Come along for tea/coffee, cake, chat and 
crafting. If you want to find out more, just 
come along, or give me a call, Mandy 
01823 401187

Fitzhead Newsletter and Welcome 
Booklet

Any items/news that you would like 
the village to hear about, please let 
Mandy, 401187, 
mandybool@mandyandbill.com or 
Jo, 400855, 
jo.mike.webb@gmail.com know and 
we will include in the next one.

Fitzhead Coffee morning

Monday 10th February

From 10.30 am
At the home of David and Lynda 
Pink, Orchard House, Fitzhead

Fitzhead Parish Council Meeting 

 ******************************** 

 Starting at 7.15pm 

 Tithe Barn, Fitzhead. 

Rosie Wych has taken over the 
Fitzhead Village Oil Scheme from 
Caroline Seymour, and it will continue 
to operate as it did under Caroline.
For further information, please 
contact
Rosie Wych on 400744
Or email rwych@hotmail.co.uk 



6

Fitzhead Church News Summer 2019
I

We're getting social in Fitzhead!  Follow us:

Facebook @FitzheadVillage

Instagram @fitzheadevents

Saturday 29th February 2020.

This year’s Fitzhead Skittles night will take place                                                                        
on Saturday 29th February, at the New Inn, Halse                                                               
with an optional pre-match supper   (£7)                                                                           
at 7pm followed by skittles at 8pm.

No experience is required.  If you haven’t played skittles before, but would like to have a 
go, there will be chance for you to have a practice before the game gets underway.  

Spectators are always welcome if you’d prefer to come along just for food or a few 
drinks.

Booking is essential for the pre-match supper.  Vegetarian option will be available, but 
please specify this requirement when booking.  Please contact the Events Group by 
email eventsgroup@fitzhead.com or call 401358 to confirm numbers by Thursday 
20th February.

Fitzhead Newsletter and 
Welcome Booklet

Any items/news that you would like 
the village to hear about, please let 
Mandy, 401187, 
mandybool@mandyandbill.com or 
Jo, 400855, 
jo.mike.webb@gmail.com know 
and we will include in the next one.

Fitzhead Church News

Our first Sunday service of the year at St James on the 12th was very 
well attended! Considering it is a slightly 'inbetweeney' time by some, 
ie, not Christmas anymore, but not yet into the New Year syndrome,
 it was lovely to see so many of you!
At the end of the service, hot coffee and chocolate brownies were eaten by 
all while we extended our fellowship bonds in a good old communal chat.
We had the heaters on for a good few hours before the service which certainly took the 
chill off the air.
The good news being that the new heating, although slightly delayed, will be installed 
shortly. 

This does mean that the 0830 Communion Service on the 26th January will be held in 
the Tithe Barn, and the Family Morning Service, 1030 on the 9th February will also be 
held in the Tithe Barn.
I look forward to seeing you all again on the 9th February, maybe with your friends? A 
warm welcome also awaits those of you who would like to come along, maybe just to 
see what a friendly and welcoming simple service we have! Give it a try!
Peace and Happiness to you all,

Steven Wort



7

Following the resignation of two Councillors, the Parish Council has two vacancies. 
Councillors will fill these vacancies by co-option and would be pleased to hear from 
anyone who would like to play a role in this interesting and varied aspect of village life.
For details and an informal discussion please call the Chair of the Council Ian Ainsworth 
Smith on  400365 or the Clerk, Clare Winter on 01823 972529.
Candidates must be a citizen of the UK, Ireland or the EU, at least 18 years old and be 
an elector in the Parish or an owner of land in the Parish or lives within three miles of 
the Parish or works mainly in the Parish.

or Netball, or Basketball?

 Who would like a court in 
Milverton?

In order to get this community 
facility underway we first need to 
know whether there’s a demand, 
so if you or your family might be 
interested please 
email Anita Dakowski: 
anita.dakowski@gmail.com or 
tel: 01823 401014
or Chris Mann: 
cm.mann@yahoo.com

Wellington Choral Society will be 
performing ” the Armed Man” - a 
Mass for Peace by Karl Jenkins 
together with Vaughn Williams 'Five 
Mystical Songs' and Elgar's Great 
is the Lord on Saturday 28 March 
2020 at 7.30.pm at St John the 
Baptist Church, Wellington. Tickets 
adults £14.00, children free



             FITZHEAD PHOTOS
The Editorial group would be pleased to
receive good quality photos of Fitzhead.

Please send them as jpegs to the Editor
At milvertonparishmag.ed@gmail.com

Milverton conservation 

volunteers

Coffee 
morning in

St Michael’s 
Church

For the flower 
fund

SATURDAY 29th 
FEBRUARY

10 am. 

Raffle:

Bring and buy
All are welcome
 

 

St. Michael’s Church

MILVERTON

 JUMBLE SALE

plus 

 BOOKS: BRIC A 
BRAC

White Elephant

Raffle:Produce 

SATURDAY 8th 
FEBRUARY  2.00pm 

REDUCE:  RECYCLE:  
REUSE

BRING ITEMS FOR 
SALE TO CHURCH 
ON THE MORNING 
OF THE SALE 

10.00 am

 

 

 



The Editor wishes to place on record the thanks of the Magazine Team to all those who 
continue to provide images for the cover of the Magazine, however more photos as jpegs 
would be very welcome.  

The Deadline for copy for the March 2020 edition is 15th February.  Please email to: 
editor@milvertonparishmag.org.uk or call Jenny Hoyle on 400529.

EMAIL ADDRESS:- milvertonmusicclub@gmail.com

Our next popular open mic session is Friday 6th February 2020. 
Doors open at 7-30 music starts at 8-00

Everyone will be performing at least one blues song in their spot.
 

This will be the first of several themed nights during the year, check out our calendar on 
the website for the details.

Music on the 6th Feb will be from :-
Gabbi & Giles Newman Turner,  Lionel Took,

Tony Batten, Nick Girone Maddocks & Trevor Lloyd,
Paul Hampson,  Seb Pollock, The Silver Street Band,

Roger and Keith Heathers, Chris Smith,
Peter Luke and James Richardson.

A fantastic evening of musical talent for just £3. Please bring something to drink as 
there's no bar on our open mic nights

More information is available on our web site www.milvertonmusic.co.uk

 Kitty Macfarlane  in Concert
Feb 21st 2020
Sorry sold out

We welcome Kitty back to her 
performing roots at Milverton Music 
Club. This amazing singer songwriter is 
currently forging a very successful 
musical career. She will be 
accompanied by the talented musician 
Sam Kelly. The support spot is from our 
own protégé Seb Pollack.



January 2019
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Just a taster of the range of activities at Milverton 
School in the weeks before Christmas, including a
talent show and the arrival of the Talisker Whisky 
Atlantic Challenge boat

(Boat Photo courtesy of  Mr. Sealy)

Can you imagine what it feels like to be all alone, with no one to turn to?
Can you imagine feeling like a failure as a parent – just because you are 

exhausted and at the end of your tether?

There are many, many parents in our community in Somerset who feel like 
this – they are isolated and desperate for someone who understands.  

Could you be that someone?

Safe Families is a national Christian charity, that enables and 
empowers people to reach out into their community, making a 
difference in the lives of others in as little as an hour a week.

Safe Families equip and empower volunteers to come alongside families 
and children to befriend them, support them and encourage them. They 

provides a safe structure and backup for those volunteers, linking them with 
families in the community.

You could be married, single, old, young, working, a student or retired, 
with or without children -  you can be as flexible as you like.

We welcome anyone who is willing to come alongside and support an 
isolated family who are going through a difficult time.

You never know – you might make a friend!

For more info Email maryayers@safefamiliesforchildren.com 
or Ring our Office: 02382 250131 

or Take a look at the website and apply online:
www.safefamiliesforchildren.com/regions/southandsouthwest

and check out more stories of hope and transformation. 

Brought to you by Katherine Lyddon, Children and Families Rural Pioneer, Tone Deanery



10

Telephone numbers are essential, addresses are not 
required. Copy to the Editor by the 15th of each month

Would you like an 

allotment?

Currently there are some vacant 

plots on the Courtfield Allotment site.

If you are interested, then contact 

Milverton Parish Council by email 

   milverton.pc@gmail.com

or speak to any of the Councillors.

Plots can be split into half plots,

and a site visit can be arranged.

Blooming Good Gift Idea from St Margaret’s Hospice
 
If you are looking for an inspiring gift idea for a 
keen gardener’s birthday, mother’s day present or Easter, St 
Margaret’s Hospice has launched its 2020 Glorious Gardens 
Season Ticket. Priced £25, the season ticket gives entry to all of the 
gardens taking part in their 40th anniversary season with a wide 
variety of gardens throughout the county, from Porlock and Exmoor, 
To Yeovil and Wincanton and all places in between!
Susan Bickle, the scheme coordinator said ‘The season tickets 
make very popular gift, offering a whole summer of gardens visits, 
while contributing to a wonder  local charity ’ The tickets are 
available now, with the brochure being mailed out in early March.
 
You can order your season tickets online at the St Margaret’s 
Hospice Website here : http://bit.ly/glorious-gardens-20 or by 
contacting Susan on 01935 709182, and paying over the phone.
 
 

Once again, Speeding through Milverton was a hot topic at the very well attended 
January  Parish Council meeting.  
PCSO  Louise explained that any measures to control speeding which the Highway 
Authority could assist with, depended upon evidence, and the only way in which this 
could be achieved was if more people volunteered to assist the current Speedwatch 
team.  
Pete Baldry explained that the commitment  only amounted to an hour per week, and 
volunteers would receive training. 



Friday March 27th 2020 7.30pm

Four-piece baroque super-group Red Priest is the 
only early music group in the world to have been 
compared in the press to the Rolling Stones, Jackson 
Pollock, the Marx Brothers, Spike Jones and the 
Cirque du Soleil.  They have become an international 
phenomenon, turning the period instrument 
movement on its head with its thrilling, 
no-holds-barred approach to the genre.

‘For sheer technical wizardry, charismatic 
showmanship, and expressive devilment, Red Priest 
is in an exhilarating class of its own.’ (BBC Music 
Magazine)

Founded in 1997, and named after the flame-haired 
priest, Antonio Vivaldi, Red Priest has given several 
hundred sell-out concerts in many of the world’s most 
prestigious festivals.

 These musicians have redefined the art of period 
performance, creating a virtual orchestra through their 
creative arrangements, performing from memory with 
swashbuckling virtuosity, heart-on-sleeve emotion and 
compelling stagecraft.  This extraordinary acoustic 
foursome has been described by music critics as 
‘visionary and heretical’, ‘outrageous yet compulsive’, 
‘completely wild and deeply imaginative’

Tickets are available online at Ticketsource via the 
website www.milvertonconcerts.org or by telephone 
0333 666 3366 and in person from The Globe Inn, 
Milverton. Tickets are also on sale at the church door 
on the night of the concert.

Pre-concert pub-suppers are available at The Globe 
Inn – booking essential. See website for further 
details www.milvertonconcerts.org

 

Tickets are selling fast so get yours either via 
the website www.milvertonconcerts.org or from 
the Globe from September 27th.

PASSION AND ELEGANCE IN MILVERTON

LONDON BRIDGE TRIO

February 28, 7.30

The wonderful acoustics in the beautiful 
Grade I listed church of St Michael’s Milverton 
is the perfect setting to listen to London Bridge 
Trio, one of the most exciting trios on the 
current chamber music scene. Their deeply 
nuanced and searching interpretations of 
Beethoven, Schumann and Mendelssohn will 
thrill the audience. The trio play with passion 
and elegance and the evening is bound to be 
unforgettable.

David Adams (violin), is leader of the Welsh 
National Opera orchestra, Kate Gould (Cello 
)plays with the Chamber Orchestra of Europe 
and together with Daniel Tong (piano) they 
already have a successful recording career 
with numerous albums under their musical 
belts. Reviews of their work have included 
praises such as “rendered with bubbling 
brilliance” and “heart touchingly eloquent” 
Sunday Times. “Playing that is as compelling 
as it is rapt…” Gramophone

Tickets for this exciting concert at 7.30pm on 
Friday 28th February are available online at 
Ticketsource via the website 
www.milvertonconcerts.org or by telephone 
0333 666 3366 and in person from The Globe 
Inn, Milverton. Tickets are also on sale at the 
church door on the night of the concert.

Pre-concert pub-suppers are available at The 
Globe Inn – booking essential. See website 
for further details www.milvertonconcerts.org

 

MILVERTON 
CONCERT 
SOCIETY



                                                                
Milverton WI’s first meeting in 2020 at the                                      
Recreation Ground, Butts Way, was a great success 
and was well attended.   Many thanks to Edwina 
Pugsley for organising excellent quizzes and an 
hilarious game involving re-organising muddled 
newspapers!   It sounds simple, but was anything but!  
First prize was awarded to Sheila Hummel.  Members 
enjoyed a cup of tea and delicious cakes.  

We are looking forward to our next meeting on Thursday 6 February 2020, also at the 
Recreation Ground, when the speaker will be Helen Kearney;  her subject will be ‘ Plants 
and their Healing Properties’. The meetings now start at 2.30 pm and we hope to 
welcome visitors and potential new members of the Milverton Womens Institute.

Happy New Year!

WE NEED YOUR STORIES of POWs in World War 11
It was the duty of British Prisoners of War to escape…but if they did not know where they 
were how could they plan a route to freedom? But some 1200 did.
MI9 was set up in 1939 to help them with maps and compasses but how could they 
disguise their uniform or buy train tickets?  Many of the escape stories demonstrate the 
incredible ingenuity and courage of the POWs.

As part of the 75th  VE/VJ commemorations the History Group is organising an event to 
raise funds for St.Michael’s church and the Victoria Rooms at which Dr. Barbara Bond – 
will explain, with a new talk, drawing on real stories of how these young men, without 
money or speaking the language managed to mingle with the locals and cross occupied 
country to freedom.

We wish to highlight the plight of ALL POWs from all countries so we can commemorate 
especially the difficulties these young men faced being prisoners for 4 or more years. 
And to pay tribute to those who helped them escape, or acted as guides to get them to 
freedom. In many cases German POWs in Russia were not released until several years 
after the war ended.  And for the British ‘Forgotten Army’ held prisoner by the Japanese 
in dreadful circumstances, VJ day and their release was not until 15th August.

We know that there was a German POW camp at Wiveliscombe and another at Pyles 
Thorne Road in Wellington as well as Cross Keys.  If you have any stories relating to 
these and to Italian POW’s held elsewhere, or of relatives from elsewhere in the country, 
who were POWs, then we would like to hear them.

Come on tell us your stories – so we can put on an exhibition to highlight the 
extraordinary lives of POWs.

Please contact Maggie Dinning 01823 400142 or Elizabeth McDowell 01823 400149
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Image: Kate Wheeler

Volunteers still required to assist with 
the refurbishment of signposts within 
Milverton Parish.
Please contact Maggie Dinning on 
400142   

 or maggiedinning@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM
THE  VICTORIA ROOMS
www.milverton-somerset.uk/milverton.victoria.rooms.

The winner of the 100 Club for December was Bev 
Blackmore.  Congratulations. As there was no 
market during January, the winners for both 
January and February will be published in March!

Our AGM was held on 14th January and an update will be given in the March magazine.

Tickets are now available for Somerset Opera’s performance of Iolanthe on Saturday 28th 
March 2020.  Doors open at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start.   There will be a bar.  Somerset Opera 
are always very popular when they visit Milverton, so don’t miss out.  Tickets, costing £10.00 
each, are available from Milverton Stores or by ringing Sue on 400609.

Unfortunately, our Irish night which was also to have taken place in March, has had to be 
postponed, but this is something to look forward to next year.  

Following the success of our December Bingo Evening, we will be holding another session in 
September – look out for details nearer the time.

Also, our ever-popular Quiz Night is booked for Friday, 11th December and, again, please look 
out for further details later in the year.

As mentioned before, we are always looking for new fundraising ideas for events at the Victoria 
Rooms so, if you have a brilliant idea for raise some money for our village hall, but are not sure 
how to go about it, please give Sue a call on 400609 and our fundraising committee will be very 
happy to help.

You can also support our village hall by purchasing a ticket for the Somerset West Lottery and 
selecting the Victoria Rooms as your chosen charity.  For each ticket purchased, the Victoria 
Rooms receives 50p.   So far, we have received over £560.00 from this source so many thanks 
to everyone who has supported the Lottery and nominated the Victoria Rooms as their chosen 
charity.  To purchase your tickets, go to the website www.somersetwestlottery.co.uk and 
search for Milverton Victoria Rooms.  Good luck!

Don’t forget to visit the market in the Victoria Rooms on the first Saturday of the month.   There 
are stalls selling a wide range of items, many of them homemade or home grown locally.   You 
can also sit and relax in the Reading Room while enjoying a cup of coffee and slice of cake – 
what better way to spend a Saturday morning!   There may be vacancies for stalls over the 
coming months and, if you are interested in booking, please ring Sally on 400320 to check 
availability.   

If you would like to book the Victoria Rooms, please contact Geoff on 401365 (or by email at 
victoriaroomsbookings@gmail.com) for more details, or visit the village website 
www.milverton-somerset.uk/milverton.village.hall. 

All forthcoming events at the Victoria Rooms are listed on our page of the Milverton community 
website:  www.milverton-somerset.uk/milverton.victoria.rooms.
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The Parish Council has two vacancies. 

Councillors will fill these vacancies by co-option and the Parish Council would be 
pleased to hear from anyone who would like to play a role in this interesting and varied 
aspect of village life.
For details and an informal discussion please call the Chair of the Council Ian Ainsworth 
Smith on  400365 or the Clerk, Clare Winter on 01823 972529.
Candidates must be a citizen of the UK, Ireland or the EU, at least 18 years old and be 
an elector in the Parish or an owner of land in the Parish or lives within three miles of the 
Parish or works mainly in the Parish.

The Friday Club is back again after our Christmas break,
 and we hope everyone had a happy time, and that they 
were able to meet up with friends or family. It is very good 
to be together again and exchange news with each other, 
however there is little to report as we only had one meeting 
before writing this.

 We were able to hear of events that have taken place in January in years gone by and 
we mustn't forget to mention the delicious lunch which we all enjoyed before our coffee 
and raffle. A very happy New Year to everyone from the Friday Club.

The area beside the Milverton roundabout with the seat under the walnut tree has been 
looked after by Milverton Conservation since 2012. 

Prior to our group managing it, the whole site was becoming overgrown with bramble 
and small ash saplings. 

It was also used as a dumping ground from the small service road at the rear. 

This particular roadside verge came about as a result of the bypass being constructed in 
the early 1980s and the ground made up to build the roundabout.

Because it’s a man made nature the soils are quite varied and support nearly 100 wild 
plant species.

Interestingly, the larger and older walnut tree was planted by Tom Cottrell in September 
1931 on the morning of his wedding day. 

Tom lived in the farm house on the other side of the road and I remember him in the 60s 
and 70s farming a herd of dairy cows. 

The ground where the tree is, was originally about a metre lower and the earth was 
made up around the tree. 

Thankfully the old tree has survived and now gives shade to a bench seat that was 
donated by Barrie Cottrell, in memory of his grandfather Tom.

Milverton Conservation aim is to manage the verge to reduce the neutrant and maintain 
the meadow plants that are thriving there.

We gave the area a trim early in December and removed all the cuttings so as not to 
return any neutrant to the soil.

This should encourage the new growth for this coming year, as its done for every year 
since we started managing it.

So watch the magic unfold as you pass and if you want to be involved as a volunteer in 
our various project please email us, milvertonconservation@gmail.com

Editor - On behalf of the Village, our thanks to all the group for making our environment 
more attractive.
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MILVERTON ARCHIVE & HISTORY GROUP

Next  Meeting 
Feb 6th 

Victoria Rooms 2-15pm

                             John Periam of Milverton
Younger son of a Butleigh Wootton farming family, he came to Milverton in 1680 to 
find his fortune.  He did so, becoming Steward of the Royal Borough and Manor of 
Milverton, Lord of the Manor of Bishops Lydeard and a very successful attorney and 
land-owner.

Come and hear the story of this fascinating man, whose son went on to build Sandhill 
Park.                             

                                     A talk by local historian David Victor

of Somerset Archaeological & Natural History Society

Venue: the Victoria Rooms, Milverton, TA4 1JU

Friday, 14th February at 2.30 pm 

Tickets cost £4.00 and can be booked at www.sanhs/events or paid for on the door

                                              Refreshments will be available

 

How clean is your church? 

Hoover…...   Sweeping brush and pan….

Bucket and mop…….     Cleaning 
materials…….

We need volunteers to use them for a 
couple of hours once a month or now 

and again!

The team who clean regularly are now 
short of helpers.

 Please sign the list in the church porch 
and ensure we can keep the high 
standard of cleanliness and welcome in 
St Michael’s.

Thank you

                MILVERTON AND DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB

the February meeting will 
      take place on 18th at 7.30 pm in the                                                               
    Methodist Church and the talk will be 

          “a Year in a Herb Field”,
      with Sarah Weston

                And look out for details of our plant sale in April
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Milverton History 
Group
2-15pm

Victoria Rooms 

All Welcome
Heritage Day

Following the resignation of two Councillors, 
the Parish Council has two vacancies. 
Councillors will fill these vacancies by 
co-option and would be pleased to hear from 
anyone who would like to play a role in this 
interesting and varied aspect of village life.
For details and an informal discussion please 
call the Chair of the Council Ian Ainsworth 
Smith on  400365 or the Clerk, Clare Winter 
on 01823 972529.
Candidates must be a citizen of the UK, 
Ireland or the EU, at least 18 years old and 
be an elector in the Parish or an owner of 
land in the Parish or lives within three miles 
of the Parish or works mainly in the Parish.

Crew needed for Milverton Amateur Dramatic Society's next 
production

Life of Riley by Alan Ayckbourn    Directed by Rebecca Beard

 What would you do if you discovered that you had only a few months to 
live? And, more to the point, what would your nearest and dearest do? 
Meet George Riley's best friends; Colin and Kathryn, Jack and Tamsin, 
his ex-wife Monica and her new partner Simeon as they struggle to come 
to terms with the inevitable.                                                      
Ayckbourn's masterly script has us laughing and crying in equal measure 
as he gets under the skin of suburban middle-class coupledom and gives 
us an ending which I promise you won't see coming!

The play will be performed on 24 & 25th April     

More information from rbeard2010@hotmail.co.uk
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Milverton Parish Council January meeting
Under Planning For Parish Council Decision was the erection of a single storey extension to the 
side of Cornerways, Wiveliscombe Road, Preston Bowyer.  The Parish Council believed that the 
plans will enhance the property and approved the application subject to the conditions as set out 
by the Planning Officer.   

For Parish Council Comment was the replacement of an orangery with internal alterations to the 
ground floor layout at Spring Grove House, Milverton Road, Milverton.  The Parish Council were 
in support of the plans and felt the alterations will greatly enhance the orangery.

Planning Officer Karen Wray reported that there were currently no further news or updates from 
the Creedwell development application.

No candidates have come forward for the two Councillor Vacancies for Co-option. Councillors will 
continue to ask residents who might wish to be co-opted. The notice in the magazine will 
continue. Please contact the Clerk if you would like to become a Councillor.

The Budget and Precept for 2020/2021 were agreed with a 5% increase to the precept to take 
into account the training costs  of the new Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer.  

PCSO Louise Fyne attended the meeting to discuss the January crime report.  188 calls were 
made to police from our rural area in the previous month.
The Chairman raised serious concern on behalf of the Council over speeding in the village and 
the police will look to spend some more time driving through the village as part of their patrol.  He 
also mentioned cars carelessly parked on North Street causing an ongoing problem for buses 
and lorries trying to get through the village.  It was recommended that such incidents were 
reported through 101 immediately.
It was also reported that cars mounting the pavements in the village were causing a serious 
hazard to pedestrians and the advice was to report such incidents to SCC Highways. Concern 
was also raised about litter being dumped in the village and it was suggested that a warning sign 
could be put up.

Three quotes are to be obtained for the cleaning of the village toilets contract and a decision to 
be made at the next Amenities Meeting on the 16th March 2020.

Residents in Sand Street had received a letter about the NextDoor website, allegedly signed by 
Mrs Dakowski.  This letter was not from Mrs Dakowski and has been reported to the PCSO. 

An email had been received from a resident in Butts Way regarding the impact of the recent road 
closures on the residents.  
It was agreed that the notice period had been very short and that the council would write to 
Wessex Water to ask for more notice and understanding in the future.

Mrs Dakowski reminded the council that it is the Allotment AGM on Monday, 27th January at 7 
pm at the Cricket Club.  Thanks was expressed to Mrs Dakowski and Mr Young for their work. 
Mrs Lumby reported that she was very impressed with the response and works carried out by 
SW&TC in relation to the bank repairs on Butts Way.

Mr Baldry provided the numbers from Speed Watch.  They are looking for volunteers to 
undertake 4 x shifts a month.  Please contact the Clerk if you are able to help. The council 
thanked the volunteers.

Two emails objecting to the Jubilee Gardens project have been received and it was agreed that a 
subcommittee would be formed, to include local residents, to work through an improvement plan.  
This would also be discussed at the Annual Village Meeting in April.

The Parish Council spent £2,864.52 during December on salaries, toilet cleaning, speedwatch 
surveys, councillor allotment training and clerk training.

Clare Winter                  Clerk

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We now have a new Clerk, Clare Winter, 
her phone number is 01823 972529

and can be contacted by email on this 
email address. 

 

We also have a new RFO, Kerry 
Campbell, she can be contacted on this 
email too. 

 

Milverton Parish Council Clerk's Office

Visit our website for more information 

Supporting Milverton Diary
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      Milverton Bridge Club

Join us in the Victoria Reading 
Rooms every Wednesday
From 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm

Still only £2.00 per session
For more information call

Sylvia on 01823 400272 or just 
turn up on the day.

Mil & Fitz Magazine leads to International Christmas!

An advert for HostUK literally jumped off the page of the November 
magazine, asking for hosts for international students for brief visits
……  Our usual massive family Christmas was going to be reduced 
to 5 plus one toddler so we applied and were offered a list of possible
 students from which we selected a Thai PhD medical student in her late 30s, nicknamed 
‘Dream’ from Imperial College London.

We had a most successful and enjoyable Christmas hosting Dream; she spoke excellent 
English but was keen to learn new words and have help with some pronunciations. She 
adored our Jack Russell ‘Salty’ who was delighted to play ball non-stop…!  Dream is a 
Buddhist and was very interested in our British Christmas, the nativity and the unique mix 
of Christianity, make-believe and former Pagan traditions that it comprises! 

During her 3 days with us we decorated our Christmas tree, walked around Milverton 
visiting the Advent windows and St Michael’s, attended 'Carols in the Cowshed', watched 
toddler granddaughter leave food for Santa & his reindeer and put out a little sack in the 
hope he would pop down the chimney and fill it ….  

Dream was even more surprised on Christmas morning to find that Santa had left her a 
little filled stocking too!  She loved helping to prepare and eat our traditional Christmas 
lunch, watching the Queen’s Christmas Message, attending the Boxing Day West 
Somerset Foxhounds Hunt at Ralegh’s Cross, playing games including Jenga and 
meeting four generations of our family plus many more on FaceTime.

We would highly recommend hosting one or two international students at any time during 
the year; many are here just for one year, can’t afford to go home during their stay and 
often don’t get the opportunity to experience true British culture.  For further information 
see www.hostuk.org  

Jane & Raoul Hewitt    ED.  and thank you to the Hewitts for showing the true spirit of  
                                             Christmas
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Trevor, this needs 
updating, and it is 
page 21 NOT 22
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Cat Sweatman

Phone number

Left blank 
for

Diary
 to extend 

across
 2 x pages

 in 
A4 format

Trev
Mil & Fitz meeting on January 9th 2020
The Battle of Britain over Somerset
Speaker John Smith
Methodist Rooms at 7.30 pm
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Left blank for
Diary

 to extend across
 2 x pages

 in 
A4 format
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         Benefice Services 
FEBRUARY  2020

Date Milverton Fitzhead Halse Ash Priors Milverton 
Methodist 
Chapel

2nd 
February

9.30am  
Communion 
(said)

11.15am  
Communion 10.30am 

Morning 
Worship
 

 9th 
February

9.30am
 Morning 
Service

10.30am 
Morning 
Service

11.15am  
Communion

9.30am
 
Communion

10.30am
Morning 
Worship
 

16th 
February

9.30am
  Communion

11.15am 
Morning 
Service

10.30am
 Morning 
Worship

23rd 
February

9.30am united 
service 

8.30am 
Communion 
(said)

11.15am 
Family 
Worship 
with 
Baptism

9.30am
united service 
@ Parish 
Church

 Creedwell Communion is held at 10am on 6th and 20th  February  
in the Creedwell Community Rooms, Milverton. Traditional words, 
relaxed atmosphere with refreshment.

Home Communion  12th February 10am at Pear Tree Cottage,  
Higher Fitzhead informal service with refreshments

Ash Wednesday Communion 26th February  9.30am St Michael’s 
Church, Milverton

Compline 26th February 6-7pm at St Michael’s Church, Milverton, 
meditative service for Ash Wednesday
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How clean is your church? 

Hoover…...   Sweeping brush and pan….

Bucket and mop…….     Cleaning materials…….

We need volunteers to use them for a couple of 
hours once a month or now and again!

The team who clean regularly are now short of 
helpers.

 Please sign the list in the church porch and 
ensure we can keep the high standard of 
cleanliness and welcome in St Michael’s.

Thank you

Milverton Parish Council

Following the resignation of two Councillors, the Parish Council has two 
vacancies. 
Councillors will fill these vacancies by co-option and would be pleased to 
hear from anyone who would like to play a role in this interesting and 
varied aspect of village life.
For details and an informal discussion please call the Chair of the Council 
Ian Ainsworth Smith on  400365 or the Clerk, Clare Winter on 01823 
972529.
Candidates must be a citizen of the UK, Ireland or the EU, at least 18 
years old and be an elector in the Parish or an owner of land in the Parish 
or lives within three miles of the Parish or works mainly in the Parish.

Milverton Parish Council will welcome a new Clerk in January. 
Clare Winter’s phone number is 01823 972529
and she can be contacted by email at      milvertonpc@gmail.com  

We also have a new Responsible Financial Officer, who is, Kerry Campbell

Very sincere thanks to Lorna Thorne, who is retiring, but has been acting 
as Clerk  since the retirement of Gwil Wren.

Just a timely reminder for those people who got out of “Sync” over the 
Christmas and New Year holiday
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 Christmas Stamps

We have managed to raise over £100 for                                                        
the Victoria Rooms, so please keep them                                              
coming into 2020
You can pop them into the white Post Box
outside the Victoria Rooms or bring them                                                              
inside.
The Post Office will take them too.

                   
           MILVERTON AND 
DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB

the February meeting will 
                    take 

place on 18th at 7.30 pm 
in the                                                               
                          
Methodist Church and the 
talk will be 

                             “a 
Year in a Herb Field”,

                                 
with Sarah Weston

   CALLING ALL GARDENERS

●  Do you have any surplus plants, bulbs, seedlings or cuttings?
 
●   Could you propagate cuttings from your winter pruning?

 
●   Are you willing to donate your plant material to the Milverton 

Garden Club?
 
The Club plans to run a Plant Sale in April this year and will be 
requesting contributions for sale on the stall.  All money raised will be 
used to help pay for a project intended to enhance the appearance of 
the village.
 
More details will be provided in the March and April editions of the 
Parish Magazine.
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Telephone numbers are essential, 
addresses are not required. Copy 
to the Editor by the 15th of each 
month

THE MILVERTON & FITZHEAD SOCIETY

Wiveliscombe and District Rotary Club apologises for Santa’s late arrival in Milverton.
This was caused because Santa felt that it was too wet to take the Reindeer out, 
however when he did arrive a week later, he did manage to meet a lot of children and 
kind residents donated £309.30 to Local Rotary Charities.

The Annual raffle was drawn before Christmas, and the following people were 
winners
1st  -   1030  -  Matthew Hunter, Maundown               2nd  -  1211  -  Maralyn Mann
3rd  -   0948  -  Jane Smith                                         4th  -   1230  -  Sandy Butterton
5th  -   0975  -  Theresa                                              6th  -   0796  -  Nick Hoyle
7th  -   1364  -  Richardson                                         8th  -   0792  -  Lorna Fortune
9th  -   1214  -  Cherry Dobson                                  10th  - 0366  -  J Blanchard
11th  - 0555  -  Bridget Bainbridge                             12th  - 0870  -  Dave Phelps
13th  - 0003  -  Penny                                                 14th  - 0907  -  Evans

A total of £843.00 was raised from this raffle which will go entirely to Wivey Link

The February talk will be 
Given by our President, 
Ian Ainsworth Smith.
His subject is

“Horatio Nelson Remembered- 
Then and Now”

As usual, the talk will be in the 
Methodist Chapel
On Thursday, February 13th 
At 7.30 pm

All Members and Visitors welcome
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Letter from the Right Reverend Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells

Pick up your Bible with a new joy

 Martin Niemöller was a Lutheran Pastor, best known for his opposition to the Nazi party 
during the 1930’s. As a consequence he was imprisoned between 1938 and 1945, first 
in the Sachsenhausen and secondly in the Dachau concentration camps. He was 
fortunate to survive these experiences and, on his release, became a pacifist and a 
committed campaigner for nuclear disarmament.

 A former U Boat Commander, in his book, ‘From U Boat to Pulpit’, he wrote about what 
the Bible meant to him during his imprisonment which included years of solitary 
confinement. He wrote: ‘The word of God was simply everything to me, comfort and 
strength, guidance and hope, master of my days and companion of my nights. The 
bread that kept me from starvation and the water of life which refreshed my soul. And 
even more, solitary confinement ceased to be solitary.’ These extraordinary words 
remind me of the hymn ‘Lord thy word abideth.’

The Bible is still the most published and the most read book in the world. What makes it 
unique however, is that the books of the Bible were inspired by the Spirit of God and is 
the place where Christ is found and proclaimed and where God speaks. And St Paul, 
writing about the scriptures (The Old Testament) said, ‘For everything that was written in 
the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and encouragement of the 
scriptures we might have hope.’ (Romans 15:4)

As we come to Lent might I suggest that we pick up our Bibles with a new joy, with fresh 
eyes and with a renewed determination to spend time each day reading the Bible. If we 
do we will find, as Niemöller and countless other people before us have done, that the 
Bible is indeed the Word of Life, the pathway to Jesus and the doorway to salvation. If 
we are looking for comfort and strength, guidance and hope we can find all those things 
within its pages.

The Right Revd Peter Hancock

Bishop of Bath and Wells
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IT COSTS £70 TO 
ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SPACE FOR A YEAR

IT COSTS £35
TO ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPACE 

FOR A YEAR
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YOU CAN 
ADVERTISE IN 
THIS SPACE 

FOR £35 
FOR THE YEAR
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YOU 
COULD 

ADVERTISE IN 
THE SPACE FOR 

JUST 
£35 

FOR A YEAR



YOU COULD ADVERTISE IN 
THIS SPACE FOR £105 

FOR A YEAR
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ADVERTISE
 IN THIS SPACE 

FOR
 £35 

FOR THE YEAR
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IT COSTS JUST £105 
TO ADVERTISE 

IN THIS SPACE FOR A 
WHOLE YEAR
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YOU COULD ADVERTISE
 IN THIS SPACE FOR 

£70 
FOR THE YEAR

YOU COULD 
ADVERTISE

 IN THIS SPACE 
FOR 
£70 

FOR THE YEAR
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YOU COULD 
ADVERTISE IN 
THIS SPACE 
FOR £35 FOR 

THE YEAR
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YOU COULD 
ADVERTISE IN 

THE SPACE 
FOR JUST 

£35 
FOR A YEAR
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YOU COULD ADVERTISE IN 
THIS SPACE FOR £105 

FOR A YEAR

YOU COULD 
ADVERTISE 

IN THIS 
SPACE FOR 

£35 FOR THE 
YEAR
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