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From the Vicarage …

I have often been encouraged to share what a day in the life of a vicar is like, some 
days are calm and others are not. I was thinking about this the other day…as I rushed 
between a Communion service, a meeting with an advisor, meeting with team members, 
supervision of an employee, visiting people in their homes, and let’s not even start with 
emails and office stuff…you know it has got a bit much when you cannot stop to eat or 
drink and people are wrapping slices of cake for you to take with you…

With this in mind, what I would like to give up for Lent is….work!

But, as many of you may remember, I am always suggesting that we should take things 
on for Lent, a new challenge or commitment: rather than giving things up, like chocolate 
or an activity in your life.

So, with such a busy life; and I am sure that there are many of you who feel rushed off 
your feet; what can we take on for Lent?

There is a beautiful Christian song called “Be Still And Know That I Am God”, and in that 
title alone there is great wisdom and a brilliant challenge.

For Lent this year I shall be taking on the challenge of “being still”, making space for 
God, seeking God in some silence, experiencing God in the beauty of the creation 
around us, finding God in the people I meet. I am sure that this will help me to have a 
“good” Lent, and hopefully by Easter I shall be spiritually, emotionally and physically 
refreshed.

What will you do to mark this Lent? Whether you give up chocolate, take on a 
Mindfulness course, give up bingo or take on a regular walk in the countryside…I hope 
and pray that you will know that God is with you in all your efforts …

I am off to “be still”…

Helene

 

 



Fitzhead News and Events
www.fitzhead.com           www.facebook.com/Fitzhead-village 

FITZHEAD LUNCH 
CLUB
NEW INN, HALSE

March 26th 
12.30 pm (last Thursday of 
the month) Phone Richard 
on 01823 432352 to 
make a reservation.
(at least two days prior to the 
lunch) All welcome.

Call Bob or Helene Dysart on 
401358  to ask any questions 
about our lunch group

Just a reminder -
About the monthly
Whist drive 

Fitzhead Tithe Barn
at 7.30 pm

Fitzhead Parish Council Meeting 
 

 
Tithe Barn 
starting at 7.15pm 

Defibrillator Contacts 
List
Following the training 
session on how to use the
village defibrillator, it was 
suggested we compile a 
list of residents that are 
happy to be contacted to get 
the defibrillator to a casualty if they couldn’t be 
left.

There were a few people prepared to go onto 
this list at the time, but we would like to know if 
there are any others willing to be added.

Please let me know your name, address and 
telephone number so we can decide how to 
manage this.

Jill Loader  -  email:  Fitzheadpc@gmail.com   /   
Tel 01823 400801. 

Sign up for new rural broadband networks

We have been advised by our Local Councillor,  
to sign up to the Gigaclear Broadband Network 
to show interest in obtaining better broadband. 
You may have already done this, but please do 
so again.   This may enable Fitzhead to get this 
service which could be overhead cables which 
are easier and less expensive than 
underground cabling to install.  Please follow 
the link below.

Gigaclear (start by entering postcode) - 
www.gigaclear.com

 

 

     Fitzhead Flower Rota

As it is Lent during the whole of March, there 
will be no flowers this month.
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The Craft Group sessions 
continue fortnightly

Tuesday 3rd,  17th 
and 31st March
2-4.30pm 
in the Tithe Barn

Come along for tea/coffee, cake, chat and 
crafting. If you want to find out more, just 
come along, or give me a call, Mandy 
01823 401187

Fitzhead Newsletter and Welcome 
Booklet

Any items/news that you would like 
the village to hear about, please let 
Mandy, 401187, 
mandybool@mandyandbill.com or 
Jo, 400855, 
jo.mike.webb@gmail.com know and 
we will include in the next one.

Fitzhead Coffee morning

Thursday 12th March

From 10.30 am  £1.00
At Meadow Gate, the home of 
Alex and Rachel Dick

Fitzhead Parish Council Meeting 

 ******************************** 

 Starting at 7.15pm 

 Tithe Barn, Fitzhead. 

Rosie Wych has taken over the 
Fitzhead Village Oil Scheme from 
Caroline Seymour, and it will continue 
to operate as it did under Caroline.
For further information, please 
contact
Rosie Wych on 400744
Or email rwych@hotmail.co.uk 
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Fitzhead Church News 
I

We're getting social in Fitzhead!  Follow us:

Facebook @FitzheadVillage

Instagram @fitzheadevents

Fitzhead Newsletter and 
Welcome Booklet

Any items/news that you would like 
the village to hear about, please let 
Mandy, 401187, 
mandybool@mandyandbill.com or 
Jo, 400855, 
jo.mike.webb@gmail.com know 
and we will include in the next one.

Brass Cleaning 2020

March /April -     Roger & Sue Mitchinson
May/June -        Jo Webb
July/August -     Louise Martin & Cat Sweatman    
Sept/October-    Angela Rea & Lorna Ellis
Nov/December- Roger & Sue Mitchinson  2021
Jan/Feb-            Jo Webb

Fitzhead PCC is the group of 6 who manage the running of our beautiful old 
church.

We are responsible for the upkeep and smooth running and organising services 
etc., seeing it as a valuable village resource and amenity as well as a place of 
worship but so much more than that.

There is an impressive number of people to clean the brass, the building and 
graveyard ( two young people are doing cleaning as their Bronze D of E 
volunteering!), ring bells, arrange flowers, lock and unlock it daily .The upkeep is 
endless and the completely new central heating is almost complete which will 
make an enormous difference.

Please can we recruit more willing helpers to join us on the PCC - 4 meetings a 
year , a good team and to spread the load? The church not only needs 
congregation to stay open but also equally importantly general organisation and 
we would welcome anyone in any capacity to see what they can bring to the table.

Please do consider it, it is not onerous at all and rewarding to be part of such a 
special place - none of us are trained except for the bright young lawyer, Anna 
Crosse, who is secretary. Our next meeting is at my house on Thursday 5th 
March, 7.30pm so please get in touch if you are interested.
Thanks,
Nicola Werner for the PCC
nwpot@btinternet.com
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Following the resignation of two Councillors, the Parish Council has two vacancies. 
Councillors will fill these vacancies by co-option and would be pleased to hear from 
anyone who would like to play a role in this interesting and varied aspect of village life.
For details and an informal discussion please call the Chair of the Council Ian Ainsworth 
Smith on  400365 or the Clerk, Clare Winter on 01823 972529.
Candidates must be a citizen of the UK, Ireland or the EU, at least 18 years old and be 
an elector in the Parish or an owner of land in the Parish or lives within three miles of 
the Parish or works mainly in the Parish.

or Netball, or Basketball?

 Who would like a court in 
Milverton?

In order to get this community 
facility underway we first need to 
know whether there’s a demand, 
so if you or your family might be 
interested please 
email Anita Dakowski: 
anita.dakowski@gmail.com or 
tel: 01823 401014
or Chris Mann: 
cm.mann@yahoo.com

Wellington Choral Society will be 
performing ” the Armed Man” - a 
Mass for Peace by Karl Jenkins 
together with Vaughn Williams 'Five 
Mystical Songs' and Elgar's Great 
is the Lord on Saturday 28 March 
2020 at 7.30.pm at St John the 
Baptist Church, Wellington. Tickets 
adults £14.00, children free



             FITZHEAD PHOTOS
The Editorial group would be pleased to
receive good quality photos of Fitzhead.

Please send them as jpegs to the Editor
At milvertonparishmag.ed@gmail.com

Milverton conservation 

volunteers

 

Do you need help with: 
• Taking/collecting children from 
school 
• Shopping 
• Making meals 
• Taking a relative to the chemist or 
trip to the cinema etc 
• Sewing projects 
• Ironing 
• Dog walking/animal care 
‘Jackie is trustworthy, reliable and 
always has a great sense of 
humour.’ 
‘I am delighted to have found 
Jackie because I feel secure in the 
knowledge that my children are 
safe under her care. My girls love 
her too!” 

    MILVERTON GARDEN CLUB 

    SUNDAY 26TH APRIL
 
Are you looking forward to Spring?
 
Planting seeds, growing on cuttings, and 
finding room in your borders for new plants? 
 
Come to our PLANT SALE to be held outside the Victoria Rooms on
       
  FIND SOMETHING DIFFERENT FOR THE GARDEN OR THE HOUSE
 
Donations of excess seedlings, cuttings and plants are welcome for the sale.  The 
proceeds will go to a project for the enhancement of the village. Look out for the next 
announcement.



The Editor wishes to place on record the thanks of the Magazine Team to all those who 
continue to provide images for the cover of the Magazine, however more photos as jpegs 
would be very welcome.  Sincere thanks to Julian Dakowski for the February photo.

The Deadline for copy for the April 2020 edition is 15th March.  Please email to: 
editor@milvertonparishmag.org.uk or call Jenny Hoyle on 400529.

EMAIL ADDRESS:- milvertonmusicclub@gmail.com

Thanks to all our musicians and singers on Friday 7th February for a truly great evening 
of the blues and who played to yet another packed house. These sessions are very 
well supported so thanks also to our enthusiastic audience. We heard a terrific range of 
blues songs from many of our regular players including Seb Pollock who is the support 
act for our next concert. Good to see Paul Hampson again and in a duo with Gareth 
Clarke. The surprise of the evening was Dave Clegg who was a regular player in the 
early days of the club. Dave last played at Milverton Music in July 2001.

We look forward to seeing you all again on Friday 6th March with a feature spot from 
the awesome accordionist Ian Muir

Plus:-
Blackdown Hillbillies, Borders, Chris Smith, Derek Parsons Trio with Stuart & Julia, 

Gabbi & Giles Newman Turner,
 John Hartoch, Lionel Took, Silver Street Band, Tony Batten.

All this for just £3, doors open at 7-30 music starts at 8-00
Please bring something to drink and nibble as there's no bar on open mic nights

 
More information is available on our web site www.milvertonmusic.co.uk



January 2019
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Can you imagine what it feels like to be all alone, with no one to turn to?
Can you imagine feeling like a failure as a parent – just because you are exhausted 

and at the end of your tether?

There are many, many parents in our community in Somerset who feel like this – they 
are isolated and desperate for someone who understands.  Could you be that 

someone?

Safe Families is a national Christian charity, that enables and empowers people 
to reach out into their community, making a difference in the lives of others in as 

little as an hour a week.

Safe Families equip and empower volunteers to come alongside families and children 
to befriend them, support them and encourage them. They provides a safe structure 

and backup for those volunteers, linking them with families in the community.

You could be married, single, old, young, working, a student or retired, with or 
without children -  you can be as flexible as you like.

We welcome anyone who is willing to come alongside and support an isolated 
family who are going through a difficult time.

You never know – you might make a friend!

For more info Email maryayers@safefamiliesforchildren.com 
or Ring our Office: 02382 250131 

or Take a look at the website and apply online:
www.safefamiliesforchildren.com/regions/southandsouthwest

and check out more stories of hope and transformation. 

Brought to you by Katherine Lyddon, Children and Families Rural Pioneer, Tone Deanery

(Milverton Local History Group)                     
Summer Test Pit Dig
in Milverton 
Yes it’s going to happen !                                                                                      
In collaboration with SANHS & SSARG
Watch this space
If you have experience or are just keen to help 
Get in touch with Maggie to register your interest
More details to follow
maggiedinning@gmail.com
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Telephone numbers are essential, addresses are not 
required. Copy to the Editor by the 15th of each month

Would you like an 

allotment?

Currently there are some vacant 

plots on the Courtfield Allotment site.

If you are interested, then contact 

Milverton Parish Council by email 

   milverton.pc@gmail.com

or speak to any of the Councillors.

Plots can be split into half plots,

and a site visit can be arranged.

" Community Speed Watch is run by volunteers under the auspices of Somerset Police. 
The Police authorise the sites, currently 5, within Milverton village. All volunteers are 
vetted and receive training which is checked by the Police.  We operate Monday to 
Friday from 0800 or 0900 for an hour's Watch but this could be changed if we had more 
volunteers. The data we collect is sent to the Police who send warning letters to those 
exceeding the speed limit. Each volunteer covers up to 4 Watches per month . Why not 
give up 4 hours of your time to try to make our village a safer place for all, especially 
our children?  Drop by and chat to us whilst we are on a Watch or e-mail our 
coordinator, Peter Baldry at peterandgwen@gmail.com."

Volunteers needed now for Marie Curie’s Great Daffodil Appeal in Somerset
 Marie Curie, the UK’s leading charity for people living with a terminal illness and their 
families, is urgently calling for volunteers in Somerset to give just two hours of their time 
to hand out the charity’s iconic daffodil pins, in return for donations.
 Volunteers will be supporting the Great Daffodil Appeal – Marie Curie’s biggest 
fundraising campaign, held every March.
 In the next 10 years, more than six million people will die in the UK[1] and of this number 
75% will need end of life care.[2] The money raised from the Great Daffodil Appeal will 
help Marie Curie Nurses provide much-needed expert care to people across Somerset 
with terminal illnesses, as well as support for their loved ones.
 Riona Houghton, Marie Curie Community Fundraiser for Somerset and North Devon, 
said: “Whether you wear a daffodil pin in celebration, in solidarity or in memory of a loved 
one, you are joining with millions of others to help make sure Marie Curie Nurses can 
care for more people, as well as providing invaluable support to their families.
 “Volunteering just two hours at a local collection is a great way to show your support and 
help us raise money to help make sure that we can be there for more people at the end 
of their lives.
“Collecting can be a lot of fun too.  You can do it on your own or with family and friends, 
and we will support you every step of the way. Volunteering is also an easy way to get 
involved in your local community and meet new people.”
To volunteer for Marie Curie’s Great Daffodil Appeal and give out the charity’s daffodils 
pins in return for donations, please visit mariecurie.org.uk/collect or contact Riona on 
Riona.houghton@mariecurie.org.uk or call 0117 9420 429.

 

 

 



Friday March 27th 2020 7.30pm

Four-piece baroque super-group Red Priest is the only early music group in the world 
to have been compared in the press to the Rolling Stones, Jackson Pollock, the Marx 
Brothers, Spike Jones and the Cirque du Soleil.  They have become an international 
phenomenon, turning the period instrument movement on its head with its thrilling, 
no-holds-barred approach to the genre.

‘For sheer technical wizardry, charismatic showmanship, and expressive devilment, Red 
Priest is in an exhilarating class of its own.’ (BBC Music Magazine)

Founded in 1997, and named after the flame-haired priest, Antonio Vivaldi, Red Priest 
has given several hundred sell-out concerts in many of the world’s most prestigious 
festivals.

 These musicians have redefined the art of period performance, creating a virtual 
orchestra through their creative arrangements, performing from memory with 
swashbuckling virtuosity, heart-on-sleeve emotion and compelling stagecraft.  This 
extraordinary acoustic foursome has been described by music critics as ‘visionary and 
heretical’, ‘outrageous yet compulsive’, ‘completely wild and deeply imaginative’

Tickets are available online at Ticketsource via the website www.milvertonconcerts.org 
or by telephone 0333 666 3366 and in person from The Globe Inn, Milverton. Tickets 
are also on sale at the church door on the night of the concert.

Pre-concert pub-suppers are available at The Globe Inn – booking essential. See 
website for further details www.milvertonconcerts.org

 

Tickets are selling fast so get yours either via 
the website www.milvertonconcerts.org or from 
the Globe from September 27th.

MILVERTON 
CONCERT 
SOCIETY



WE WOULD LIKE MORE OF YOUR STORIES of POWs in 
World War 11
It was the duty of British Prisoners of War to escape…but if they did not know where 
they were how could they plan a route to freedom? But some 1200 did.
MI9 was set up in 1939 to help them with maps and compasses but how could they 
disguise their uniform or buy train tickets?  Many of the escape stories demonstrate the 
incredible ingenuity and courage of the POWs.

As part of the 75th  VE/VJ commemorations the History Group is organising an event to 
raise funds for St.Michael’s church and the Victoria Rooms at which Dr. Barbara Bond – 
will explain, with a new talk, drawing on real stories of how these young men, without 
money or speaking the language managed to mingle with the locals and cross occupied 
country to freedom.

Come on tell us your stories – so we can put on an exhibition to highlight the 
extraordinary lives of POWs.

Please contact Maggie Dinning 01823 400142 or Elizabeth McDowell 01823 400149

 

 

Milverton Womens Institute 

The  meeting on Thursday 6   February, was  held at the                                        
Clubhouse, Milverton Recreation Ground in a very bright, 
warm and convivial room.  The meeting was well attended and 
we were delighted to welcome  a new member, Julia Hatfield,  
and four visitors.   

 The  talk was given by Helen Kearney, a Medical Herbalist, who runs clinics in Tiverton 
and  Hemyock. A Medical Herbalist has a degree in Herbal Medicine,  for which the 
training  is similar  to the requirement for  a medical degree.   All the drugs prescribed are 
plant-based.   Helen explained how herbal medicine can  also work well in combination 
with advice from a GP.   Helen brought examples of various plants which are used in 
herbal medicine; for example  Pussy Willow, Hyssop, Thyme, Rosemary, Cooch Grass , 
Dandelions and Nettles; there are many more. There was a variety of tinctures and 
ointments available to try and to buy. Helen made a pot of ‘tea’ containing a mixture of 
herbs which members and guests were able to taste .    

 The meeting concluded with delicious cakes and tea provided by the Clubhouse.

 The next meeting of the WI will be held on Thursday 5th March at 2.30 pm when the  
subject will be

‘My Life in Uniform’ . The identity of the speaker will be a mystery until the meeting!

 Venue:  the Clubhouse, Milverton Recreation Ground.   Visitors are very welcome.
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Image: Kate Wheeler

Volunteers still required to assist with 
the refurbishment of signposts within 
Milverton Parish.
Please contact Maggie Dinning on 
400142   

 or maggiedinning@gmail.com

Milverton United Charities

 

Have you lived in Milverton for more than five years?

Are you over eighty? 

If you answer “yes” to  these questions, you may be eligible to receive vouchers 
for use on Wivey Link transport.

Please apply to Jean Ainsworth-Smith (Clerk to the Trustees of the Milverton 
United Charities) at Knutsford Cottage in North Street.
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NEWS FROM
THE  VICTORIA ROOMS
www.milverton-somerset.uk/milverton.victoria.rooms.

The winner of the 100 Club for January 2020  was  
Molly Burton, and February’s was Gwil Wren.

Tickets for Somerset Opera’s performance of Iolanthe on Saturday 28th March 2020 are 
available now and are selling fast.  Doors open at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start.   There will 
be a bar.  Somerset Opera are always very popular when they visit Milverton, so don’t 
miss out.  Tickets, costing £10.00 each, can be purchased from Milverton Stores or by 
ringing Sue on 400609.

Following the disappointment last year when the brilliant Australian Boogie Woogie 
pianist, Jan Preston, had to cancel her concert in the Victoria Rooms following a fall in 
which she broke both wrists, we are delighted to announce that she is now fully 
recovered and has managed to fit Milverton into her busy 2020 touring schedule.   The 
date for the concert is Saturday 16th May and further details on how to obtain tickets will 
be available in next month’s magazine.   This concert is bound to sell out very quickly as 
Jan is an amazing performer and her last appearance at the Victoria Rooms in July 2012 
left the audience spellbound – definitely an evening not to be missed!

The Victoria Rooms’ Fundraising Committee are always on the lookout for interesting 
and imaginative events at which to raise money to pay for the upkeep of our village hall 
so, if you have a brilliant idea for a fundraiser but are not sure how to go about it, please 
give Sue a call on 400609 and we will be very happy to help.

You can also support our village hall by purchasing a ticket for the Somerset West 
Lottery and selecting the Victoria Rooms as your chosen charity.  For each ticket 
purchased, the Victoria Rooms receives 50p.   So far, we have received over £560.00 
from this source so many thanks to everyone who has supported the Lottery and 
nominated the Victoria Rooms as their chosen charity.  To purchase your tickets, go to 
the website www.somersetwestlottery.co.uk and search for Milverton Victoria Rooms.  
Good luck!

Don’t forget to visit the market in the Victoria Rooms on the first Saturday of the month.   
There are stalls selling a wide range of items, many of them homemade or home grown 
locally.   You can also sit and relax in the Reading Room while enjoying a cup of coffee 
and slice of cake – what better way to spend a Saturday morning!   There may be 
vacancies for stalls over the coming months and, if you are interested in booking, please 
ring Sally on 400320 to check availability.  

If you would like to book the Victoria Rooms, please contact Geoff on 401365 (or by 
email at victoriaroomsbookings@gmail.com) for more details, or visit the village website 
www.milverton-somerset.uk/milverton.village.hall.

All forthcoming events at the Victoria Rooms are listed on our page of the Milverton 
community website:  www.milverton-somerset.uk/milverton.victoria.rooms.
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The Parish Council has two vacancies. 

Councillors will fill these vacancies by co-option and the Parish Council would be 
pleased to hear from anyone who would like to play a role in this interesting and varied 
aspect of village life.
For details and an informal discussion please call the Chair of the Council Ian Ainsworth 
Smith on  400365 or the Clerk, Clare Winter on 01823 972529.
Candidates must be a citizen of the UK, Ireland or the EU, at least 18 years old and be 
an elector in the Parish or an owner of land in the Parish or lives within three miles of the 
Parish or works mainly in the Parish.

The Friday Club is going from strength to strength with all our
 members able to enjoy themselves at least once week on 
a Friday though of course there are plenty of other events 
taking place in Milverton open to everyone. 

The lunch has continued to be excellent value, a different 
menu each week and always delicious and something to 
look forward to. 

We have had a sing along which was really enjoyed as we 
were all able to join in with the songs that we knew. 

There was also a morning when we were able to enjoy doing crosswords and word 
search and of course drawing if anyone felt they wanted to. We mustn't forget our quiz 
which was as usual very enjoyable and of course as I have said in many occasions the 
quiz master is always right so you don't even need to try and argue your point though 
of course it does add to the fun. 

At our last meeting we were entertained by some of the children from Milverton School 
it was so good to see them and they were all beautifully behaved and spoke up well. 
The subject we discussed was toys, and we were able to show them some of the toys 
we used to have and ask them about the toys they have now.  We hope to see them all 
again soon.

Tunnel your way to freedom - ‘Operation 
Recovery’ On 6th June.
Have you got the skills and ideas that could help you and                                         
other POWs to escape? Could you disguise yourself,                                               
make ‘civvie’ clothes, produce ID documents good enough                                                    
to trick your way through police controls? Those POWs                                                  
who escaped had to draw on their own ingenuity and the                                                  
skills of their fellow prisoners. Come and hear how they                                                       
did it - 6th June at ST 12159 25772. An exhibition, display                                                        
of artefacts, enjoy a wartime meal and after Dr. Barbara                                                   
Bond’s talk, try and decode letters and maps.

                                                                                                      Photo courtesy of the Imperial War Museum
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MILVERTON ARCHIVE & HISTORY GROUP

The next meeting of the group is a 
Members only meeting.

Milverton Amateur Dramatic Society 
presents 
Life of Riley 
by Alan Ayckbourn
What would you do if you found 
that your friend only had a few 
months left to live?
Ayckbourn's masterly, dark comedy 
will have you laughing and crying in                                                                         
equal measure as we shine a                                                                              
spotlight on middle-class suburban 
coupledom, not to mention an 
ending that you won't see coming, 
we promise.

Find out how Colin, Kathryn, Tamsin,                                                                                  
Jack, Monica and Simeon cope with the ups and downs of the life (and death)                                                                                     
of George Riley.

Performances on Friday 24th and Saturday 25th April 7:30pm 
at the Victoria Rooms, Milverton
Tickets £8 from the Village Store.
We look forward to seeing you there.

 

How clean is your church? 

Hoover…...   Sweeping brush and pan….

Bucket and mop…….     Cleaning 
materials…….

We need volunteers to use them for a 
couple of hours once a month or now 

and again!

The team who clean regularly are now 
short of helpers.

 Please sign the list in the church porch 
and ensure we can keep the high 
standard of cleanliness and welcome in 
St Michael’s.

Thank you

                MILVERTON AND DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB
The next meeting of the Club will be on March 17th at 7:30pm 

in the Methodist Church as usual, when
Gilly Hayward

will be speaking on
GARDEN PRUNING: HOW, WHY, WHEN
Good information just in time for Spring.

 
The Show Schedules (Show booklet) for the Flower Show on 18th July, are now 

available  from 15 Woodbarton and elsewhere, and at the club talks.  Lots of entries 
might mean that this year's show would be even better than last year's.
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Milverton History 
Group
2-15pm

Victoria Rooms 

All Welcome
Heritage Day

Following the resignation of two Councillors, 
the Parish Council has two vacancies. 
Councillors will fill these vacancies by 
co-option and would be pleased to hear from 
anyone who would like to play a role in this 
interesting and varied aspect of village life.
For details and an informal discussion please 
call the Chair of the Council Ian Ainsworth 
Smith on  400365 or the Clerk, Clare Winter 
on 01823 972529.
Candidates must be a citizen of the UK, 
Ireland or the EU, at least 18 years old and 
be an elector in the Parish or an owner of 
land in the Parish or lives within three miles 
of the Parish or works mainly in the Parish.
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Milverton Parish Council February meeting

Under Planning For Parish Council Comment was construction of an 
underground extension and formation of formal gardens and natural lake with 
folly structure and associated landscaping and erection of greenhouse in walled 
garden at Spring Grove House, Milverton Road, Milverton.  The Parish Council 
unanimously supported the applications.

The Parish Council passed a grant application for £2,000 to the Milverton 
Recreation Ground and Cricket Club.  The funds will support the replacement of 
rapidly deteriorating windows and doors in the clubhouse and will also help 
provide the ongoing maintenance of the children’s play equipment and the 
village’s recreation ground.

PCSO Louise Fyne attended the meeting and updated the council on the recent 
crime report.

No candidates have come forward for the two Councillor Vacancies for 
Co-option. Councillors will continue to ask residents who might wish to be 
co-opted.  Please contact the Clerk if you would like to become a Councillor.

Three quotes are to be obtained for the cleaning of the village toilets contract 
and a decision to be made at the next Amenities Meeting on the 2nd March 
2020.

The Allotment committee has received very positive feedback from the AGM 
held at the end of January.  The meeting was well attended by new and longer 
standing plot holders.

The National Lottery has donated £1,000 to the Jubilee Gardens fund and a 
Jubilee Gardens Committee will be formed at the Annual Parish Meeting in April 
to discuss future plans.

The Parish Council is looking at installing a new dog bin on High Street.

The Parish Clerk will be attending the Community Cafe from 10:30 - 12:00 on 
most Wednesdays.  Please come along and say hello.

Clare Winter
Clerk

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We now have a new Clerk, Clare Winter, 
her phone number is 01823 972529

and can be contacted by email on this 
email address. 

 

We also have a new RFO, Kerry 
Campbell, she can be contacted on this 
email too. 

 

Milverton Parish Council Clerk's Office

Visit our website for more information 

Supporting Milverton Diary
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      Milverton Bridge Club

Join us in the Victoria Reading 
Rooms every Wednesday
From 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm

Still only £2.00 per session
For more information call

Sylvia on 01823 400272 or just 
turn up on the day.

FLOWERS IN REMEMBRANCE

At Easter the church will be filled with                           
spring flowers and lilies to celebrate new                             
life.  This follows the solemn reflective                          
period of Lent when the church remains                             
bare of floral arrangements.

Traditionally, many people like to make donations towards the cost 
of flowers in memory of loved ones.

Diana Smith, Elizabeth McDowell and Bridget Anderson will be 
happy to accept donations.  If you have alternative special 
anniversaries for which you would like to donate particular flowers 
we shall be happy to help.

 Singing workshops! 

If you are a keen young singer in Year 5 or 6 at a 
local primary school, you are invited to come 
along to our workshops. 

A carefully planned, purposeful day of singing fun with like-minded children from other 
local schools.  Covering vocal technique and performing skills, exploring composition, 
improvisation, plus musical knowledge and understanding, with lovely songs from a 
huge range of musical genres.  

Tuesday 10th March at Langford Budville Village Hall, 0900 - 1500 
with an informal performance for friends and family at 1430. 

Cost: £10 per child (no cost for those receiving benefits)

Now proudly in our 5th year, we run these popular workshops as part of the county 
Music Hub provision, and are supported by the Arts Council and Taunton Music Trust.   

This is an authorised educational activity and your school will give permission for your 
child to attend. 

You will find all the info you need here, and the registration form to sign up: 
https://form.jotformeu.com/92522381224350

Find us on Facebook, and see what we get up to: 
https://www.facebook.com/singingworx

For any further info, please contact Lisa Tustian, Singing Leader, on 07971889583 or 
lisatustian@icloud.com
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Cat Sweatman

Phone number

Left blank 
for

Diary
 to extend 

across
 2 x pages

 in 
A4 format

Trev
Mil & Fitz meeting on January 9th 2020
The Battle of Britain over Somerset
Speaker John Smith
Methodist Rooms at 7.30 pm
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Left blank for
Diary

 to extend across
 2 x pages

 in 
A4 format



24

         Benefice Services 
MARCH  2020

Date Milverton Fitzhead Halse Ash Priors Milverton 
Methodist 
Chapel

1st    March 9.30am 
Communion 
(said)

11.15am 
Communion

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

8th  
March 

9.30am 
Morning 
Service

10.30pm
Morning 
Service

11.15am
Communion 

9.30am
Communion

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship

15th 
March
 

9.30am
Communion

11.15am
Morning 
Service

10.30am
Holy 
Communion

22nd   March 10.30am
United Service 
@
The Chapel

8.30am
Communion 
(said)

11.15am
Family 
Worship for 
Mothering 
Sunday

10.30am
United Service 

29th 
March

9.30am Celtic 
Communion 
and celebration 
of Wellness
11.30am
Baptism

10.30am Café 
Church

26th February Ash Wednesday Communion 9.30am St Michael’s Church

26th February Ash Wednesday Compline 6pm St James’ Halse

Creedwell Communion is held at 10am on 5th and 19th March in the Creedwell 
Community Rooms, Milverton

Traditional words, relaxed atmosphere with refreshment.

Home Communion 11th March 10am at Heelers, Higher Fitzhead
 informal service with refreshments

Nightwatch 25th March 6pm at The Vicarage
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How clean is your church? 

Hoover…...   Sweeping brush and pan….

Bucket and mop…….     Cleaning materials…….

We need volunteers to use them for a couple of 
hours once a month or now and again!

The team who clean regularly are now short of 
helpers.

 Please sign the list in the church porch and 
ensure we can keep the high standard of 
cleanliness and welcome in St Michael’s.

Thank you

Milverton Parish Council

Following the resignation of two Councillors, the Parish Council has two 
vacancies. 
Councillors will fill these vacancies by co-option and would be pleased to 
hear from anyone who would like to play a role in this interesting and 
varied aspect of village life.
For details and an informal discussion please call the Chair of the Council 
Ian Ainsworth Smith on  400365 or the Clerk, Clare Winter on 01823 
972529.
Candidates must be a citizen of the UK, Ireland or the EU, at least 18 
years old and be an elector in the Parish or an owner of land in the Parish 
or lives within three miles of the Parish or works mainly in the Parish.

Milverton Parish Council will welcome a new Clerk in January. 
Clare Winter’s phone number is 01823 972529
and she can be contacted by email at      milvertonpc@gmail.com  

We also have a new Responsible Financial Officer, who is, Kerry Campbell

Very sincere thanks to Lorna Thorne, who is retiring, but has been acting 
as Clerk  since the retirement of Gwil Wren.

FRIENDS OF DENE BARTON HOSPITAL

www.friendsofdenebarton.com

PLEASE CAN YOU  HELP US ?

Dene Barton is a community hospital located in the village of Cotford St. Luke, near 
Taunton. The hospital currently contains the Somerset Neurological Rehabilitation Unit, 
and the outpatients section of the Musgrove Park Hospital Physiotherapy Department. 
Also based at the hospital is a District Nurses Hub, an Integrated Rehabilitation Team, 
a Pain Team and a Rapid Response Team.

The Friends of Dene Barton Community Hospital are a small group who aim to raise 
funds to provide patient facilities at the Hospital and to provide amenities for both 
patients and staff in order to improve their environment. It is also our aim to improve 
general public awareness of this valuable facility.

The Friends are now in need of additional members to help us with our activities.  Both  
our Chairman  and Secretary have said they wish to retire this year after many years’ 
service, and these posts need to be filled if the Friends are  to continue.  There are 
other ways to be involved for volunteers who  do not wish to take up an executive 
position - we are a friendly group and the work we do is satisfying but not onerous.  We 
do not like long boring meetings, and we find that a couple of hours  every two months 
or so  are adequate  for the admin !

We would  be very pleased to  welcome anyone for an informal  chat without obligation 
-  to find out more please ring our chairman,  Allan  Sutton on 01823 432157, or our 
Treasurer, Tony Moore, on 01823 433000.
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THE MILVERTON & FITZHEAD SOCIETY

   CALLING ALL GARDENERS

●  Do you have any surplus plants, bulbs, seedlings or cuttings?
 
●   Could you propagate cuttings from your winter pruning?

 
●   Are you willing to donate your plant material to the Milverton 

Garden Club?
 
The Club plans to run a Plant Sale in April this year and will be 
requesting contributions for sale on the stall.  All money raised will be 
used to help pay for a project intended to enhance the appearance of 
the village.
 
More details will be provided in the April edition of the Parish 
Magazine.

The March talk will be 
Given by 
John Crockford-Hawley
On the subject of

As usual, the talk will be in the 
Methodist Chapel
On Thursday, March 12th 
At 7.30 pm         The talk will follow the Society AGM

All Members and Visitors welcome
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Telephone numbers are essential, 
addresses are not required. Copy 
to the Editor by the 15th of each 
month

   Milverton Bridge Club

                             Join us in the Victoria Reading 
Rooms 

every Wednesday
From 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm

Still only £2.00 per session
For more information call
Sylvia on 01823 400272 

or just turn up on the day.

Milverton Conservation Volunteer Group - Biodiversity 
 
Biodiversity what does it really mean? 
 
Yes I’m sure we all know that the dictionary definition is “the variety of plant and animal 
life in the world or in a particular habitat” but what does it mean to us.
 
We are all aware that wildlife is under pressure and I have seen examples of this in many 
places including Milverton. 
 
I’ve not seen a House Sparrow or a Starling in my garden for some time now, but I do 
know they are in other parts of the village and even thriving;  and in recent years I’ve seen 
a resurgence in Pied Flycatchers through a nest box project that I am involved in.
 
Now Jackdaws, when I was in my early teens there were only two places in the village 
where you could see them and each place had a colony of a couple of dozen.  Now they 
seem to be in every chimney in the village!
 
At a recent meeting between our conservation group and Somerset Wildlife Trust, plus 
other interested parties, we discussed the biodiversity in Somerset and in particular 
Milverton.  The one thing that we did not know is the experience of people who live in 
Milverton, who are not quite so heavily involved in wildlife and conservation.
 
I’ve enjoyed and recently been involved in wildlife and in particular birds most of my life, 
but what’s your experience?
 

● Have you seen an animal, a bird, a plant or an insect that you've not seen before?
 

● Has it been in a garden or while out walking?
 

● Do you have any photos or would you just like to find out more?
 
The Milverton Conservation Group would like you to share your experience and possibly 
bring them together with an event or exhibition later in the year if we have enough 
responses.
 
So if you have anything to report, common or uncommon or just an experience that you 
would like to share, please let us know.
 
milvertonconservation@gmail.com
 
Trevor Phelps 01823 400 086 / Gwil Wren 01823 400 657
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Letter from the Right Reverend Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton
March 2020
 
Let’s talk
 
‘It’s good to talk!’ so the old BT advert (other telecommunications                                     
firms are available) used to say. I agree. Who doesn’t feel better                                          
after having a good old chat with a friend, or even after having                                            
a quick chat with a stranger when stuck in a tedious queue? It                                          
may seem then, that this year’s Lent Challenge from Bishop Peter and myself is no great 
challenge at all as we are simply suggesting that we have conversations with our 
neighbours, family and friends.
 
The challenge comes in what we might talk about. We are encouraging all of us, 
including Bishops, to step outside what may be our normal topics of conversation, and 
perhaps our comfort zones, and grapple with some simple questions about life, death 
and everything in between. The challenge is both to listen to someone else’s viewpoint 
and to ask ourselves how our own answers connect to what we believe.
 
In order to help us have those conversations the Go Team and discipleship team have 
produced a handy pack of question cards, and by the time Lent begins, we hope that 
each church will have received at least one of these packs of 40 Everyday Questions. 
The questions are suitable for all ages so can be used in a whole host of ways – with 
friends, family, colleagues, in school, with a Lent group, at a ‘bring and share’ lunch, 
even in church on a Sunday.
 
We’ve already been out and about across the diocese asking people some of the 
questions on the cards. And you can bet that asking school children questions like 
‘Should all bad people be punished?’ or ‘How would you describe God?’ has yielded 
some very interesting conversations. We will be sharing some of the conversations 
we’ve had with a range of people on Facebook and Twitter so if you are on social media 
then do keep an eye out for them during Lent, and by all means let our communications 
team know how you are getting on using the hashtag #40questions.
 
We really hope the 40 Everyday Questions cards generate some interesting, meaningful 
and indeed, Godly conversations that will help us hear the point of view of those around 
us and refresh and deepen our faith in God this Lent.
 
The Right Revd Ruth Worsley
Bishop of Taunton
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IT COSTS £70 TO 
ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SPACE FOR A YEAR

IT COSTS £35
TO ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPACE 

FOR A YEAR
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YOU CAN 
ADVERTISE IN 
THIS SPACE 

FOR £35 
FOR THE YEAR

YOU COULD ADVERTISE IN 

THIS SPACE FOR £105 

FOR A YEAR
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JUST 
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YOU COULD ADVERTISE IN 
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FOR A YEAR
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ADVERTISE
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FOR
 £35 

FOR THE YEAR
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IT COSTS JUST £105 
TO ADVERTISE 

IN THIS SPACE FOR A 
WHOLE YEAR

YOU COULD 
ADVERTISE IN 

THE SPACE 
FOR JUST 

£35 
FOR A YEAR
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YOU COULD ADVERTISE
 IN THIS SPACE FOR 

£70 
FOR THE YEAR

YOU COULD 
ADVERTISE

 IN THIS SPACE 
FOR 
£70 

FOR THE YEAR
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YOU COULD ADVERTISE IN 
THIS SPACE FOR £105 

FOR A YEAR

YOU COULD 
ADVERTISE 

IN THIS 
SPACE FOR 

£35 FOR THE 
YEAR
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