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During lockdown, our fabulous local photographers have been out and about.  The front 
cover and the photograph above are a sample of what those who have been isolating 
have missed in our glorious countryside.

Fitzhead got stuck into keeping spirits up, and these portraits by Heather Catchpole have 
certainly done that. The pictures were shown in the village newsletter which goes out to 
128 addresses.  Residents contribute a picture with a little history, and Heather does the 
rest! They have brought smiles to the village and these are just a small selection, with 
copies posted on the Tithe Barn notice board for everyone to see.

 Our very own resident artist, Heather 
Catchpole, came up with this brilliant idea.  
The pictures have been shown in our village 
newsletter, which goes out very regularly to 
128 email addresses and 8 hard copies are 
delivered, too.  We send in a picture, either 
hard copy or email, and a little history, and 
she  designs the rest.  They have brought 
smiles to the village since the lockdown 
began and, although it started off with just 
dogs, has widened to include cats and other 
regular garden visitors.  These 4 are just a 
very small selection.  Copies of them have 
been posted in the notice board of the village 
Tithe Barn if you would like to go and have a 
look.



Introducing the New Curate

It is always difficult to know how to introduce oneself to new 
people, so I hope you will accept these few random thoughts
 to give you some context, in lieu of meeting many of you in 
person, which I hope to be able to do in due course. At the 
beginning of July I will be moving to the area in preparation 
to take up the office of curate in the benefice of Milverton, 
Halse,Fitzhead and Ash Priors under Helene’s supervision.
I have been training for ordination at Trinity college in Bristol 
for the last two years and am now completing my MA in 
Theology, Ministry and Mission. I was due to be ordained at 
the end of June but due to Covid 19 this has been postponed 
until September.
I have been married to James for almost 12 years and before
moving to Bristol to study, we previously lived in Shepton 
Mallet. I’ve had a variety of jobs in the last 30+ years 
including Cordon Bleu Chef, Drama and RE Teacher, Export
Consultant for Eastern Europe and Stage Door Keeper! 
I also worked for 15 years for Christian mission organisations,  firstly Scripture Union and 
most recently British Youth for Christ.
James and I both love cooking—he is a particular fan of baking, whereas I prefer a 
‘Ready, Steady, Cook’ approach to making a variety of dishes! We also love films and 
have gathered an impressive collection of DVD’s over the years before streaming films 
was an option! I also love reading autobiographies, particularly of actors and performers 
as I love hearing people’s life stories – feel free to tell me yours!
As I write this, James and I are waiting to move from Bristol to Halse where we will live 
for a few weeks before moving into our permanent home in Cotford St Luke. As we wait, 
we recognise that these are very strange times for everyone. Unsettled times. Many are 
waiting to see friends and family again, to return to work or social activities, to reopen 
businesses and church buildings, to have holidays and visit new places or familiar 
haunts. Frustration and uncertainty abound. In the midst of all this, there is anger and 
protests at the ongoing injustices in the world, including racial discrimination and 
systemic oppression. Many who are already feeling worn down by the lockdown are also 
feeling helpless and weary at the sense of continuing inequality.
For me it is even more vital to draw close to God in times such as these. To recognise 
that in the midst of frustration and in the waiting, God is with us. There is a verse in the 
Psalms which tells us ‘God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.’ 
There is nothing about who we are, what we do or the challenges of our circumstances 
that takes us away from God and his love for us. 
James and I very much look forward to getting to know many of you as we begin to 
explore the area and meet people at appropriate distances! In the meantime, we pray 
that you may know God’s presence with you and his love for you in the days and weeks 
ahead.
 
Emma (Kendall) 



Fitzhead News and Events
www.fitzhead.com           www.facebook.com/Fitzhead-village 

Just a reminder -
About the monthly
Whist drive 

Fitzhead Tithe Barn
at 7.30 pm

Fitzhead Parish Council Meeting 
 

 
Tithe Barn 
starting at 7.15pm 

     Fitzhead Flower Rota

April 5th Lent - no flowers
April 12th Easter, all arrangers
April 19th Easter, all arrangers
April 26th Nic Werner
Brass Cleaning
March /April -     Roger & Sue Mitchinson
May/June -        Jo Webb
July/August - Louise Martin & Cat Sweatman    
Sept/October-    Angela Rea & Lorna Ellis
Nov/December- Roger & Sue Mitchinson  
2021
Jan/Feb-            Jo Webb

 
Fitzhead village coffee morning
At the home of Alex Denham, The Old 
Rectory, Friday 24 April, 10. 30 am, £1
 
Fitzhead Craft Group
Tuesday 14 April and Tuesday 28 April
 
Thank you
 

Burst of creativity with village writing
Fitzhead got creative in lockdown, with not just a joint village poem but also a competition 
that saw young and old writing everything from poems to short memoirs.
The poem, 'Our Village', came about after everyone was invited via the village newsletter, 
to send in a line or two on this theme. People from age seven to adult took part, and they 
were  collated into a whole that conclusively proved the theory that 'the whole is greater 
than the sum of its parts'.
There was also a writing competition for villagers, and there were 22 entries for either a 
poem or prose of under 500 words, with a children's and an adult category.
People who live in the village, or were on the newsletter list, sent in their votes to choose 
the winner from the (anonymous) entries.
Emily Dempsey, six, was a joint winner with her poem Let Me Be, together with Megan 
Sully, seven, with Flo's Story.
Brother and sister Seth and Connie Burton, aged 11 and eight, came joint second with 
their stories Rat Dreams and Ginger's Sticky Adventure.
Adult winner was Sallyann Halstead with her poem Re-Awakening, with two joint second 
place winners, Deb Stodgell with the poem If I Could Just Remember, and Colin Weeks 
with Southward Ho!

All the entries and the group poem can be seen on the village website at Fitzhead.com 
under news/events.

Congratulations to the winners and all who took part!

Heather’s picture of Heidi



 Fitzhead News and Events
www.fitzhead.com           www.facebook.com/Fitzhead-village The Craft Group sessions 

continue fortnightly

Tuesday 14th and 28th April
2-4.30pm 
in the Tithe Barn

Come along for tea/coffee, cake, chat and 
crafting. If you want to find out more, just 
come along, or give me a call, Mandy 
01823 401187

Fitzhead Newsletter and Welcome 
Booklet

Any items/news that you would like 
the village to hear about, please let 
Mandy, 401187, 
mandybool@mandyandbill.com or 
Jo, 400855, 
jo.mike.webb@gmail.com know and 
we will include in the next one.

Fitzhead Coffee morning

Friday,  24th April

From 10.30 am  £1.00
At the home of Alex Denham

The Old Rectory

Fitzhead Parish Council Meeting 

 ******************************** 

 Starting at 7.15pm 

 Tithe Barn, Fitzhead. 

Rosie Wych has taken over the 
Fitzhead Village Oil Scheme from 
Caroline Seymour, and it will continue 
to operate as it did under Caroline.
For further information, please 
contact
Rosie Wych on 400744
Or email rwych@hotmail.co.uk 

Pet drawings bring a smile to 
Fitzhead

Local professional artist Heather 
Catchpole, who has been self-isolating 
during the lockdown, has been delighting 
Fitzhead with her drawings of local dogs 
and other pets, that pop up in the village 
newsletter.

"The idea came when I was doodling a 
picture of my dog Heidi, a cocker spaniel, 
and I thought it would be fun to do pictures 
of other dogs, to cheer things up," said 
Heather.

She invited people to send in pictures and 
got an enthusiastic response, with all kinds 
of dogs, cats, and even a pet pheasant and 
robin thrown in.

"I thoroughly enjoy doing it, and it puts a 
smile in one's heart, instead of all the 
dismal news," Heather said.

Our Village
A dark grove shortcut joins east and west in                                                                    
light community,
Circling and cawing above the gap of doom,                                                                          
the parliament of rooks jostling for room.
Unchanging through the mists of time,
On pastures fresh with dew,
The livestock graze on lush green grass
Whilst buzzards wheel and mew.
Winter willow glowing orange in the low sun,
Catkins dangling in profusion, sprinkling pollen through the hedgerows.
Orion shining in a starlit sky,
Primroses tumbling down banks and hedgerows and vying with violets in the churchyard 
under the oak,
Cow parsley shooting upwards and myriad tiny flowers beginning to froth,
Sticky buds fattening ready to burst.
As I gaze at the hills, a feeling of contentment fills.
We with our histories who live here now; those who have walked these paths over years 
long gone,
Birth, death, sadness, joy - these homes, walls, trees, bear witness to our lives.
This rural village which sits twixt wonderful animals and glorious fields
Is not defined by its buildings but the kindness it yields.
Come and join us in Fitzhead, everybody welcome.
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Fitzhead Church News 
I

We're getting social in Fitzhead!  Follow us:

Facebook @FitzheadVillage

Instagram @fitzheadevents

Fitzhead Newsletter and 
Welcome Booklet

Any items/news that you would like 
the village to hear about, please let 
Mandy, 401187, 
mandybool@mandyandbill.com or 
Jo, 400855, 
jo.mike.webb@gmail.com know 
and we will include in the next one.

St. James' Songs of Praise
A celebration of our village and community
To be broadcast on 10Radio at 10am on Sunday 26th July
Listen in on 105.3FM
A big thank-you from Fitzhead PCC to outgoing members, Gill and David Matthews for 
their valued contribution to the PCC.  As treasurer, Dave has gone to great lengths to 
sort out accounts and organise necessary work on the church, including carrying out 
jobs himself.  
The church heating is now effective, repair work and decorating have been completed, 
and the church cross re-instatement brilliantly executed by Kate Pegram, work which 
was able to continue in spite of the lockdown.  It is also good to see the window repair 
complete.  
Significantly, Dave has drawn attention to and arranged a grant for investigation of our 
splendid rood screen.  A report on this is available and it has shown that underneath 
thick varnish there is early paintwork in blue and gold.  It is hoped that in the future we 
can take this further although it is advised not to remove all the varnish.
Gill has been a strong and willing pair of hands at our events, contributing to the PCC as 
a member and as our safe-guarding officer. 
We would also like to thank Chris Summers for his good work as church warden and his 
continued interest in the church and grounds.
Our PCC is much reduced by their resignation and the remaining 4 of us are unable to 
cover all the functions needed.  Any offers of help from the village would be very much 
appreciated.

 

 the Pottery in lockdown.
                          During this quiet time, I have continued to make pots
                           Avidly-thrown ware  dries scarily fast in the heat and 
                          Keeps me on my toes getting the handles on at the 
                          right time before the Italian clay returns to dusty dry 
                          Earth.  It is then captured forever in a completely 
                          different state by firing at 1060C - Terracotta indeed
                          I have loved the airy space of the workshop and am building an                      

                 impressive stock! The comprehensive on-line shop is coming together 
                          nicely, and will be launching late summer, in lieu of fairs and far-flung  
                          sales.     

The next meeting of the Fitzhead Parish Council meeting will take place on Thursday 
13th August at 7.15pm in The Tithe Barn. 
Strict social distancing rules will apply. 
Our new website address is:  www.fitzheadparishcouncil.co.uk
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Following the resignation of two Councillors, the Parish Council has two vacancies. 
Councillors will fill these vacancies by co-option and would be pleased to hear from 
anyone who would like to play a role in this interesting and varied aspect of village life.
For details and an informal discussion please call the Chair of the Council Ian Ainsworth 
Smith on  400365 or the Clerk, Clare Winter on 01823 972529.
Candidates must be a citizen of the UK, Ireland or the EU, at least 18 years old and be 
an elector in the Parish or an owner of land in the Parish or lives within three miles of 
the Parish or works mainly in the Parish.

It has been a delight to see our Posties working hard and dressing up to cheer 
people up during lockdown, at Fitzhead  Hannah has provided a change of scene 
every day, and in Milverton Jason Wopling has been entertaining as well as 
delivering our post, From Fred Flintstone to a Christmas elf, from Shrek through to 
the caped crusader, Batman. This has 
all been in aid of the Love Musgrove 
Covid-19 Response Fund, for the 
purchase of goods to support the 
wellbeing of staff and patients at this 
time. The Posties of Taunton have 
become famous whilst doing this, 
appearing in the papers and on local 
and national TV in their outfits, doing 
good deeds and lifting everyone’s mood 
and at the time of writing they have 
raised over £5,000. 
So a big THANK YOU to Jason, Hannah
 and all the team at Taunton Royal Mail…..
Some pictures of Jason’s best ones….



             FITZHEAD PHOTOS
The Editorial group would be pleased to
receive good quality photos of Fitzhead.

Please send them as jpegs to the Editor
At milvertonparishmag.ed@gmail.com

Milverton conservation 

volunteers

 

Do you need help with: 
• Taking/collecting children from 
school 
• Shopping 
• Making meals 
• Taking a relative to the chemist or 
trip to the cinema etc 
• Sewing projects 
• Ironing 
• Dog walking/animal care 
‘Jackie is trustworthy, reliable and 
always has a great sense of 
humour.’ 
‘I am delighted to have found 
Jackie because I feel secure in the 
knowledge that my children are 
safe under her care. My girls love 
her too!” 

SOCIAL DISTANCING CANINE STYLE

The British public hasn’t lost its’ 
sense of humour during lockdown!

(Courtesy of the Daily Telegraph)

Milverton Conservation Group
Find out more about the events that we hold by visiting our website.

www.mcvg.org.uk/event
Why not join our online quiz every other Tuesday

Sign up to be on our email list and get notified about our events and 
outdoor task 

info@mcvg.org.uk 

Because there are very few events there is 
no diary page in this issue please go to
www.milvertondiary.org.uk 

For the latest events

Fabulous w
isteria in N

orth S
treet this S

pring



The Editor wishes to place on record the thanks of the Magazine Team to all those who 
continue to distribute the magazine, and to provide images for the cover of the Magazine, 
however more photos as jpegs would be very welcome.  Thanks to Sally Mears, Roger 
Cotton, David Leyland, Colin Weeks, Nick Thomas, Denise Summers and Jenny Hoyle 
for this month’s photos

The Deadline for copy for the September 2020 edition is 15th August.  Please email 
to: NEW EMAIL ADDRESS editor@milandfitzmag.uk or call Jenny Hoyle on 400529.

EMAIL ADDRESS:- milvertonmusicclub@gmail.com

editor@milandfitzmag.uk

ads@milandfitzmag.uk  

Hello everyone, best wishes from Milverton Music and we hope you are all 
keeping well. After nearly 25 years of running the music club, we miss our 
concerts, the brilliant first Friday sessions, our audience and our friends. 
So, to keep in contact and ensure everyone can still enjoy live music we 
have devised a Virtual Milverton Music Club. Just log on to 
www.milvertonmusic.co.uk select Virtual Music Club and then click on the 
person you would like to hear. There are 6 pages and nearly 80 links to 
musicians and singers that have played at Milverton Music Club over the 
years and we hope you’ll enjoy the sessions.

The wonderful Cara Dillon and Sam Lakeman are booked for October and due to 
popular demand, the Moscow Drug Club are back for our December pre-Christmas 
party. Of course, these gigs are dependant on the virus situation and government 
guidelines. 

Until we can meet again, please enjoy our Virtual Music Club. 
Contact 01823 400416 or email milvertonmusicclub@gmail.com

More information is available on our web sitewww.milvertonmusic.co.uk
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LOCKDOWN QUANDARY

Since the beginning of the lockdown Wiveliscombe Area Partnership (WAP) has been at 
the centre of a group which is administering a Support Line for people who are self 
isolating or shielding because of Covid 19.  

Wivey Link continues to operate to deliver prescriptions to Milverton and also to take 
passengers to essential medical, dental and optician’s appointments. 
There is no way of knowing at this stage when we may be allowed to operate again in 
the way we have been used to.  Whilst some easing of restrictions has started the 
Community Office remains closed at the moment but staff are working from home 
supported by our wonderful volunteers and we are working hard on behalf of the 
community to make sure that no-one is disadvantaged or lonely
 
Caroline Adams              Office Manager
Wiveliscombe Area Partnership

 

 
 the Tree of Hope & Memory.

The Churchyards of Milverton, Halse, Fitzhead and Ash Priors each has a tree 
marked as the Tree of Hope & Memory.
You are invited to take a ribbon from the container under the tree and tie it into 
the tree as a sign of hope or as a memory of someone special to you….feel free 
to write a name or message on the ribbon if you would like to.
Our prayers of hope and our special memories are held by God, the creator of 
the tree and all our memories….. 

REOPENING OF CHURCHES 
We are discussing reopening our churches in a very controlled cautious manner from 
this week. Churches will only be open for the purpose of Private Prayer. 
Fitzhead cannot yet open due to works being done, to protect both the workforce and 
any visitors. It is hoped that Ash Priors and Halse Churches will be open for Private 
Prayer on Sundays 9am -4pm and Milverton Church hopes to open on Sundays and 
Thursdays 9am4pm 



MILVERTON 
CONCERT 
SOCIETY

 

New bereavement support service available in Somerset
 
Somerset County Council has commissioned two leading charities to provide 
bereavement support for people in Somerset in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Somerset Bereavement Support Service will be delivered in partnership by 
end-of-life charity Marie Curie and mental health charity Mind in Somerset.

 Councillor Clare Paul, Somerset County Council’s Cabinet Member with responsibility for 
Public Health and Wellbeing said: “During the coronavirus pandemic we are, together, 
facing loss of life, often under very difficult circumstances and I would like to personally 
offer my condolences to the families and friends in Somerset and beyond who have lost a 
loved one. “This important new bereavement support service aims to reduce the distress 
and improve the long-term outlook of people bereaved during the coronavirus pandemic, 
enabling them to improve their resilience, functioning and wellbeing.  The service is there 
to help people feel safe to explore their thoughts and feelings, understand grief and 
develop copying strategies.  I hope it can provide the much-needed support and comfort 
that people need at such a difficult time.”

In the first instance, for those over 18, telephone support calls will be provided by Marie 
Curie Companions, specially trained volunteers who can offer emotional support to 
bereaved people or support in some cases pre-bereavement. The service can also 
provide support to professionals in Somerset dealing with bereavement in their work 
setting.   

Julia Bearne, Marie Curie Community Engagement and Development Manager, said: 
“When someone close to you dies it is, and has always been, terribly difficult. Sadly, we 
know that the recent restrictions enforced because of the coronavirus are making it even 
harder.“This service is not only for those who have lost someone directly to coronavirus, 
but for anyone experiencing  grief, whatever stage they may be at. We anticipate many 
callers will have lost someone during or just prior to the lock down period and are either 
grieving in isolation, were not able to see their loved one before they died or perhaps 
were not able to attend the funeral.

“Our Companions offer comfort, a friendly voice and a listening ear. Please don’t be afraid 
to reach out for help, so often talking to someone can make a huge difference.”

Where further support is needed, the Marie Curie Companion volunteers will carefully link 
people to specialist Mind in Somerset bereavement support workers who will deliver up to 
six bereavement counselling sessions.  This service is available to adults and children 
over 12 years.

Susan Hoyle, Bereavement Lead, Mind in Somerset, said: “We would like people to 
know, including professionals and young people, that we are here for you to help and 
support if you have experienced a loss during these very difficult times.”

Louise Finnis, Public Health Specialist, Somerset County Council, said: “This is an 
exciting piece of partnership work which we are seeing so much of during the coronavirus 
pandemic. I am delighted such experienced charities will be able to support Somerset 
people at this difficult time.”
If you or someone you know, is affected by grief or bereavement, and would like to talk to 
someone, please call the Somerset Bereavement Support Service on 0800 3047 412 
(Monday to Saturday, 9am to 5pm)
 

Victoria Rooms, Fore Street,  Milverton, Taunton, Somerset Registered Charity 293948
 
100 CLUB Application 

Registered with Somerset West & Taunton Council under Lotteries and Amusements 
Act 1976 Licence No: ML1000051 
The Victoria Rooms Management runs a 100 Club to help raise funds for the village 
hall.  The cost is £12 per year and a draw is made every month at the Community 
Market.  The winner usually gets £50, but, in the event that we do not immediately get 
100 members, the prize will be pro rata and with an increased chance of winning! 
Due to the Corona virus, we have been unable to organise the 100 Club during 
lockdown.  However, not to be daunted, we will be endeavouring to restart it over the 
next few weeks.  All you have to do is to fill in the form below and make your payment 
of £12 for the year by either   BACS: Milverton Victoria Rooms, Account no. 71068139, 
Sort Code 60 23 05, Reference: 100SURNAME 
In cash, in a sealed envelope marked 100 Club or 
By cheque payable to the Milverton Victoria Rooms and put through Christine Field’s 
letterbox at Spring View, 12 Woodbarton.  
We will advise you as soon as we have sufficient subscribers to commence the draw 
which will be either at the first Community Market after lockdown has ended or at a 
date decided by the Committee.  Should we not be able to get enough support this 
year, all monies will be returned to the applicants. 
If you have any queries, phone 01823 400872 or email field524@btinternet.com. We 
would very much appreciate your support. 
 
VICTORIA ROOMS’ 100 CLUB APPLICATION FORM 
 
I hereby apply for membership of the Milverton Victoria Rooms 100 Club.  I consent to 
my personal data being used and stored for 100 Club purposes. I declare that I am 
aged 18 or over.  I have paid by BACS*/enclose cash/cheque* for £12 payable to 
Milverton Victoria Rooms.    *  Please delete as applicable. 
 
Name__________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________ 
 
Email:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone No___________________________  Signature _____________________ 
 
Please complete the form and return it to Christine Field at no. Spring View,12 
Woodbarton, Milverton 
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Telephone numbers are essential, addresses are not 
required. Copy to the Editor by the 15th of each month

Would you like an 

allotment?

Currently there are some vacant 

plots on the Courtfield Allotment site.

If you are interested, then contact 

Milverton Parish Council by email 

   milverton.pc@gmail.com

or speak to any of the Councillors.

Plots can be split into half plots,

and a site visit can be arranged.

Lockdown Poem from a Golden Oldie (Thanks to Pam Ayres)

I’m normally a social girl, I love to meet my mates

But lately with the virus here, we can’t go out the gates.

You see we are the oldies now, we need to stay inside

If they haven’t seen us for a while, they’ll think we’ve upped and died.

They’ll never know the things we did, before we got this old,

There wasn’t any Facebook, so not everything was told.

We may seem sweet old ladies, who would never be uncouth,

But we grew up in the 60’s - if you only knew the truth!

There was sex, and drugs and rock and roll, the pill and miniskirts

We smoke, we drank, we partied, and were quite outrageous flirts.

Then we settled down, got married, and turned into someone’s Mum

Somebody’s wife, then Nanna, who on earth did we become?

We didn’t mind the change of pace, because our lives were full

But to bury us before we’re dead, is like a red rag to a bull

So here you find me stuck inside for 4 weeks, maybe more,

I finally found myself again, then I had to close the door!

It didn’t really bother me, I’d while away the hour

I’d bake for all the family, but I’ve got no bloody flour!

Now Netflix is just wonderful, I like a gutsy thriller

I’m swooning over Idris, or some randy sexy killer.

At least I’ve got a stash of booze  for while I’m being idle

There’s wine and whisky, even gin, if I’m feeling suicidal

So let’s all drink to lockdown, to recovery and health

And hope this bloody virus doesn’t decimate our wealth.

We’ll all get through the crisis and be back to join our mates

Just hoping I’m not far too wide to fit through the flaming gates!



 Venue:  the Clubhouse, Milverton Recreation Ground.   Visitors are very welcome.

Long term resident Gordon Callan recently wrote a thank you note to all of 
the Volunteers who have been working so hard on behalf of the more 
vulnerable members of the community. We reproduce it here with his 

permission .
To the Emergency Volunteer Brigade.  I note that the newspaper delivery service is 
to be suspended but the “Brigade” would still help in any matter they can.
We all acknowledge the great efforts by all of our social services to keep our lives 
ticking, which has been a godsend.  
On a more parochial note, we in Milverton have been blessed with the “Brigade” as 
I call them affectionately, who have made our lives more tolerable in these 
worrying times.  Our shop, Post Office, cheerful milkmen and posties deserve 
accolades for all their efforts in keeping us going in the current situation, and I 
thank them for all their support.                   Gordon Callan

Lockdown Reflections
 
We saw it coming from the start 
of the year
But it was the other side of the 
world, so nothing to fear
Then back in March, one Sunday 
night
The PM told us, we had to sit 
tight
 
We must stay indoors and not go 
outside
Just one spell of walking or a 
short bicycle ride
The schools were all shut, with 
lessons on-line
Parents as teachers – how do 
they have time?
 
Working from home was the new 
thing to do
So now the commute time is a 
minute or two!
Meetings on Facetime, by email, 
on Zoom
The office is now what was your 
spare room
 
The roads are much quieter, with 
very few cars
The restaurants are closed, as 
are the bars
Shops except food stores have 
all shut their doors
To control this pandemic – that’s 
what it’s all for
 
When restrictions were easing, 
some start to break out
And head for the coast, lockdown 
guidelines they flout
It’s hard to stay distant and keep 
families apart
Not seeing your loved ones, it 
just breaks your heart
 
Let’s hope the worst is over and 
there’s no second spike
With life back to normal – doing 
things we all like
Except things are different, they 
can’t be the same
Life has changed for us all since 
the pandemic came
 
We’ll look back on these times in 
years to come
And think “we got through this as 
we stayed at home”
And remember all those who 
didn’t survive
And our great NHS for keeping 
hope alive.

Pandemic
Before our current “lockdown” because of Coronavirus 19, when was the last time the 
word pandemic entered your train of thought?  Well, I can’t tell you exactly when I 
thought about it, but I can tell you where. I went home and looked up the Spanish Flu 
pandemic as I wanted to know the date.

The Spanish flu was believed to have started in the spring of 1918 and lasted for 15 
months. This was a time when people didn’t travel as widely as they do today, but WWI 
ended November 1918 and troops were being repatriated. Plus, if you think 
governments are all over the place with our current pandemic, just think of an infection 
breaking out when countries are at war with each other. Because of the war, states were 
suppressing the information about the pandemic for reasons of national security. 

This was a heady mix to spread the virus to infect over 500 million people and the death 
toll was estimated to be anywhere between 17 and 50 million. And why was it called the 
“Spanish” flu as the geographical origins were not clear? Spain was neutral in WWI and 
their free press was the first to report the pandemic, hence the “Spanish Flu”

So where did I think about this pandemic? It’s a sad fact that having lived in the village 
all my life (so far) every year I know more and more people who reside there. It was 
walking past a gravestone in the churchyard of the Rowen family, near the path a few 
yards from the gate leading to North Street.  Father John Rowen, aged 76, wife Anne 
also 76 their son John 38 and eldest son Robert 48. Now that’s not unusual to have a 
family sharing a grave, but the dates of death have always intrigued me, as they all died 
in 1910 and in the month of May, 6th, 10th, 24th and 26th respectively. 

So what happened to this family in that fateful month of May 1910? Well, it wasn’t the 
Spanish flu pandemic because that was 1918 - 19. Was it a fire or another tragedy does 
anyone alive today in the village know? 

Trevor Phelps    tjphelps@gmail.com
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Image: Kate Wheeler

Volunteers still required to assist with 
the refurbishment of signposts within 
Milverton Parish.
Please contact Maggie Dinning on 
400142   

 or maggiedinning@gmail.com

Love in Lockdown                    Marcus & Rachel - our journey and the bench

Those who walk in the fields behind the saw mills may have 
noticed over the years the bench at the top of the hill has been 
restored and the area has been kept clean. This bench has 
become an important part of our journey.

Many years ago, we noticed the bench was overgrown and 
needed some restoring. Through people in the village, we 
found out the bench was dedicated to a World War II pilot 
called Derek. Marcus felt an affinity with Derek, being a veteran
 himself, and decided to strip the bench and restore it and take 
on the responsibility for keeping the area clear; collecting the 
litter and cleaning the weeds. Most days this is our rest stop on 
our walk with our border collie, Ben. We take a break and catch
up with one another whilst admiring the views and watching the
 wildlife.

Marcus, “We had been together several years and I knew 
Rachel was” the one” so I decided it was the right time to 
propose. After some consideration, I decided to propose 
somewhere that is special to us on our everyday walk and the
bench seemed the perfect spot. That’s what I did, we were sat
talking and I got down on one knee and she said yes!”

Rachel, “I couldn’t have thought of a more special place. We decided that we would take 
our time before setting the date. A year later, we set the date for the following year in 
August 2020. We couldn’t wait to have  our children; as my Maid of Honour and Page 
Boy and become a family. Milverton Church was excitedly booked. The same Church my 
Grandparents were married at on 4th September 1965 by Rev. Coney. They held the 
reception at the St Michael’s Rooms, Janet my Nan said “the day was dry and perfect.” 
We were hoping for the same thing and tried to use as many local businesses as we 
could; from a local bridal shop, the reception to be held in Wiveliscombe, to the classic 
buses also from Wiveliscombe.”

The countdown was on and we watched the number of days rapidly decreasing. Then 
the Covid-19 pandemic threw everyone’s lives upside down. Rachel, as a key worker; a 
children’s social worker, needed to work more hours than before and continue to visit 
vulnerable families, thereby increasing our risk of contracting Covid-19. We initially took 
a wait and see approach before we made the decision to postpone our wedding until 
May 2021. Whilst it was a difficult decision we have been fortunate, Reverend Helene 
and all our suppliers have been accommodating and able to move to the new date.

Our love for one another is not going anywhere and we would never want to place our 
loved ones at risk. One day we will sit on the bench as husband and wife but for now, 
like everyone else, our first priority is keeping our loved ones safe.
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NEWS FROM
THE  VICTORIA ROOMS
www.milverton-somerset.uk/milverton.victoria.rooms.

The winner of the last 100 Club draw for this VR 
year was Mary Chalmers.  Congratulations to her

It is great that the village magazine is now up and                                                      
running again and, alongside our new community                                                    
website, is another way for people to keep in touch and to know what will, hopefully, be 
happening in Milverton and Fitzhead over the coming months.

Obviously, the Victoria Rooms has been closed since the lockdown was announced back 
in March – disappointingly, the same weekend we should have been enjoying our annual 
visit from Somerset Opera.   Hopefully, they will have a slot for us in their 2021 schedule.

While on the subject of Somerset Opera, if anyone purchased tickets from Milverton 
Stores for Iolanthe back in March, providing you still have the tickets, please give Sue a 
call on 400609 by 10th July to arrange a refund.

On a positive note, and thanks to advice from our District Councillor, Gwil Wren, and the 
hard work of our Chairman, Philip, the Victoria Rooms has received grant funding from 
Somerset West & Taunton Council to compensate for lost bookings during the lockdown 
period.   This will certainly help cover the running costs and any unforeseen expenses 
while we have no bookings.  

One way you can support our village hall without leaving home is by purchasing a ticket 
for the Somerset West Lottery and selecting the Victoria Rooms as your chosen charity.  
For each ticket purchased, the Victoria Rooms receives 50p. To purchase your tickets, go 
to the website www.somersetwestlottery.co.uk and search for Milverton Victoria Rooms.  
Good luck!

Another way to help raise funds for the Victoria Rooms is by saving your used postage 
stamps.   These can either be left at the Post Office or in the Reading Room once the 
Victoria Rooms re-opens.  Alternatively, please telephone Maggie on 400142.   We have 
just received another payment of £12.00 for the used stamps she sent off recently – not a 
bad return when the hall was closed!

We have still not had anyone claim the key which was found in the main hall some 
months ago.   If you think this might be yours, please give Maggie a call on 400142.  
Hopefully, the lockdown will ease further over the coming months and the Victoria Rooms 
will once again be the hub of our village before the year is out.  If you would like to book 
the Victoria Rooms once the restrictions on gatherings are lifted, please contact Geoff on 
401365 (or by email at victoriaroomsbookings@gmail.com) for more details, or visit the 
village website www.milverton.org.uk/victoria-rooms. 

In the meantime, the management committee would like to wish everyone well and look 
forward to seeing you in our village hall again very soon
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Lockdown Reflections
 
We saw it coming from the start of the year
But it was the other side of the world, so nothing to 
fear
Then back in March, one Sunday night
The PM told us, we had to sit tight
 
We must stay indoors and not go outside
Just one spell of walking or a short bicycle ride
The schools were all shut, with lessons on-line
Parents as teachers – how do they have time?
 
Working from home was the new thing to do
So now the commute time is a minute or two!
Meetings on Facetime, by email, on Zoom
The office is now what was your spare room
 
The roads are much quieter, with very few cars
The restaurants are closed, as are the bars
Shops except food stores have all shut their doors
To control this pandemic – that’s what it’s all for
 
When restrictions were easing, some start to break 
out
And head for the coast, lockdown guidelines they 
flout
It’s hard to stay distant and keep families apart
Not seeing your loved ones, it just breaks your 
heart
 
Let’s hope the worst is over and there’s no second 
spike
With life back to normal – doing things we all like
Except things are different, they can’t be the same
Life has changed for us all since the pandemic 
came
 
We’ll look back on these times in years to come
And think “we got through this as we stayed at 
home”
And remember all those who didn’t survive
And our great NHS for keeping hope alive.
 

As you will know only too well, we haven't been able to 
meet since mid March and I am sure everyone is 
looking forward to getting together, but I am afraid it 
will be months rather than weeks before we are able 
to see our friends again. It is not easy to report on 
something that isn't happening, but we want to wish 
everyone well in the Friday Club and the village. We really 
do live in an incredible village where people are so kind thoughtful and 
friendly. A big thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who have made life 
as easy as they can for all of us by delivering our papers and doing 
shopping. The Globe have been taking orders for a meal and have kindly 
delivered to people who were unable to collect it, also our  brilliant village 
shop who have been taking orders and then delivering anything we needed. 
The volunteers have been at the end of a phone collecting prescriptions 
from the surgery, and many more things to help us if we can't go out.A 
special thank you from everyone at the Friday Club for all the help and 
support you have given and continue to give us.
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MILVERTON ARCHIVE & HISTORY GROUP

The next meeting of the group is 

 

Milverton & District Garden Club

                              .
We regret having had to cancel the Flower 
Show this July, but we have already arranged 
next year's Show.

Milverton Flower Show
Victoria Rooms
17th July 2021

"Better than ever"

So far, we are not allowed to arrange any visits, but we are awaiting the lifting of 
restrictions. 
Talks have been arranged for 20th October and 17th November this year as well as 
the Annual General Meeting and Christmas Party on the 9th December 2020.

Window Box Competition
The Milverton Trust Window Box Competition 
Will go ahead as usual this year.
Last date for entries is 27th July, with Judging 
taking place on the 29th July.
Entry is free by e-mail to 
 hutchinsonp00@gmail.com or written note 
 to 15 Woodbarton.
Prizes will be First Prize £20,    Second Prize £10, Third Prize £5.  
Entries consisting of either a window box,     or an arrangement of one or more 
tubs, pots or other containers, on a window sill, on the ground or hanging baskets, 
will be welcomed, but must be clearly visible from the street

.

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Mean 5.1 3.3 3.3 2.5 2.7 3.3 3.5 3.3 3.0 4.5 5.4 5.4

2019 4.0 5.2 4.2 6.0

2020 3.2 6.7 3.1 1.2 0.2  

Diff. -1.9 3.4 -0.2 -1.3 -2.5    1.0 0.7 -1.2 0.6

Recent Weather
This year has seen some unusual, if not record breaking, weather in Milverton.
In particular, rainfall has shown some distinctive features.  Rainfall over the winter has 
been somewhere near normal, except for February, when we received double the 
average.  Then half way through March, it is as if the tap had been turned off – there was 
no rain after the 14th March.
Dry conditions persisted throughout April and May, with only half the average in April, and 
almost nothing in May  The season for gardeners might well have been saved by rainfall 
in the first half of June, 0.3” early on, and two days with 0.8” towards the middle of the 
month.

Up at the Allotments, for example, where there is no water supply (water is saved from 
the roofs of sheds etc.) storage facilities were full until the middle of March.  But the 
needs of the seeds in the Greenhouses, tubs and pots, and feeding seedlings planted 
out gradually used the water, until, for example, my five barrels of 200 litres each were 
down to 20% of capacity.  Some plot holders are increasing their rain capture capabilities 
by putting up roofs and plastic sheeting to catch the rain and more barrels or larger, 1000 
litre containers for storage.
Climate Change means increase in air temperature. Air at higher temperatures can hold 
more moisture, therefore can discharge more rain.  But it appears as though there are 
longer periods and greater frequency of droughts.  
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Milverton History 
Group
2-15pm

Victoria Rooms 

All Welcome
Heritage Day

Following the resignation of two Councillors, 
the Parish Council has two vacancies. 
Councillors will fill these vacancies by 
co-option and would be pleased to hear from 
anyone who would like to play a role in this 
interesting and varied aspect of village life.
For details and an informal discussion please 
call the Chair of the Council Ian Ainsworth 
Smith on  400365 or the Clerk, Clare Winter 
on 01823 972529.
Candidates must be a citizen of the UK, 
Ireland or the EU, at least 18 years old and 
be an elector in the Parish or an owner of 
land in the Parish or lives within three miles 
of the Parish or works mainly in the Parish.

LISTER HOUSE SURGERY:  PATIENT UPDATE - JUNE 2020

We are open for business as usual…..
We would like to remind all our patients that we are here to help you and operating at 
normal capacity. If patients have any concerns or medical problems – please 
telephone the Surgery rather than delay seeking advice and treatment. 
During this Coronavirus period we are asking patients to telephone the surgery in the 
first instance rather than walk-in to request an appointment.  Following your telephone 
call – you will be put in touch with a member of the clinical team who will decide how 
best to deal with your request.  If you have any concerns about visiting the Surgery 
due to coronavirus – the clinician will discuss this with you.
As patient demand for services increases, we would ask for your patience and 
understanding as we endeavour to deal with your enquiry as quickly as possible under 
the circumstances.
Patients should only be visiting the Surgery in person for: a) collecting medication or b) 
to attend a pre-booked appointment.
Face coverings
In line with recent government advice, we are asking all patients to wear face 
coverings before entering the Surgery premises. 
Social-distancing
The Practice has put a number of measures in place within the Surgery to keep both 
patients and staff as safe as possible.  Could patients please respect any 
social-distancing measures when visiting the Surgery.
Online Services
There are now a range of online services available for patients and increased online 
usage by patients brings benefits to the Surgery.  For more information: please visit our 
website or telephone the Surgery.
Medicines collection

The Practice would like to extend its thanks to the various groups and volunteers who 
are offering assistance during this difficult period – delivering medication to patients. 

Contact details are available on our Practice website or patients can contact the 
surgery to ask for information – this service is proving especially crucial for patients in 
high-risk groups who are self-isolating and may have difficulty obtaining medication.

Finally…..  The Practice has received a tremendous amount of support and 
consideration from patients as we have been required to adjust to these changing 
times.  We pass on our thanks from the Practice team. If patients have any concerns 
or feedback please don’t hesitate to contact the Surgery.

To register as a Blooming Virtual Tea Party 
host visit www.mariecurie.org.uk/teaparty or 
call 0800 716 146 for you fundraising pack 
full of hints, tips, recipes and fundraising 
ideas.
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Milverton Parish Council

Milverton Parish Council would like to thank all of the volunteers who have helped 
in the village during the Covid-19 pandemic and also to those who kindly made 
donations to our Village Hardship Fund.   

The Parish Council would also like to thank Rob Burston and Jinny Parsons who 
have spent the last few weekends litter picking along the bypass.

What fabulous community spirit!

If you need to get in contact with the Parish Council then please contact the Clerk 
at milverton.pc@gmail.com

Clare Winter                Clerk
15th June 2020

We have always enjoyed playing bridge in the village                                            
and were very disappointed when we had to close the                                        
club down because of the Coronavirus.  Fortunately,                             
enterprising friends in the village found a website :                                     
bridgebase.com and all we had to do was register                                          
ourselves.  This proved to be quite a challenge but we                               
eventually mastered it and have been playing bridge                                 online 
ever since. 

 It is amazing that there can be as many as 35,000 all round the world playing 
bridge online at the same time.  One drawback is that having finished one hand, 
the next hand is on the screen in seconds, giving very little time to replenish one’s 
Gin and Tonic!

Of course it’s not the same as having four people in the flesh sitting round the 
table, but in the circumstances it is an acceptable alternative.  We are however 
looking forward to playing at  the club once more.

Anyone who is interested in joining us should phone Geoff Elson on 401 365.
We meet on a Wednesday from 2.00 to 5.00 pm in the Reading Rooms, Milverton.  
We are a very friendly sociable group with no pressure ....... 

Pete & Gwen Baldry

 

 

We now have a new Clerk, Clare Winter, 
her phone number is 01823 972529

and can be contacted by email on this 
email address. 

 

We also have a new RFO, Kerry 
Campbell, she can be contacted on this 
email too. 

 

Milverton Parish Council Clerk's Office

Visit our website for more information 

Supporting Milverton Diary

In the light of the uncertainty created by the Corona 
Virus at the time of going to press, the scheduled 
Village Clean up has been put on hold, however it 
WILL happen just as soon as we are able to plan a 
date for it.
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      Milverton Bridge Club

Join us in the Victoria Reading 
Rooms every Wednesday
From 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm

Still only £2.00 per session
For more information call

Sylvia on 01823 400272 or just 
turn up on the day.

MILVERTON 100 YEARS AGO in 1920.
 
IN 1920 Milverton  was rather different. The Village was still  grieving for the 30 Men it 
had lost in  WW1,  unaware that in less than 20 years they would be experiencing  yet  
another WW. The War Memorial was not however erected until 1921.
Shops and Trades were still thriving, although getting out of the village to shop was now 
possible by Train and Car. Horses were still used however, and you could still find a 
Blacksmith and Saddler in the Village. In a newspaper report from the time, a horse had 
bolted in Houndsmoor travelling up North St and down St Michaels Hill coming to a halt 
at the George Inn where it broke a window !
A cycle shop and Garage operated in Sand Street out of “Hurleys”  which also hired out 
Cars.
Goodlands the Coal Merchant had his depot at the Station Yard alongside the Timber & 
General Merchant .
As well as a Cider Merchant there was a  tobacconist; Chair Maker; Boot Repairer; 
Dressmaker and Laundress; Bakers;  Butchers; Stationers; Plumbers; Drapers & 
Grocers. You name it, you could probably get it In Milverton !

The School was in Sand St and the Engine House was still the home of the Fire Engine 
The charge for its’ use outside of the Parish was £3-3s per Day. The following year 1921 
a fire had raged at Bickley Farm for 60 hours.
Street Lighting was by Gas, provided by the Gas Works situated at the bottom of 
Rosebank Road  [Then Gasworks Lane ] [  Beverleys ]. This  was   opposite the old 
Workhouse Buildings which were still there and not demolished until the 1960,s.

Farming was a big occupation with 16 named  separate farms.
The  Old School in Sand St.  catered for 150 boys, 70 girls and 70 infants.

The Church still had its Marble Pulpit by Pugin which was not replaced until 1928. Rev  
Henry Langston Maynard had replaced Rev Felton who had died. Rev Maynard was 
Vicar for 20 years and wrote the Lovely History of Milverton  ‘ The Crown Manor and 
Burgh of Milverton ‘.
 Huge thanks for all the research to Maggie Dinning             To be continued

St Michaels Rooms which had been Purchased From Rev Fowle 
by Fund Raising  organised by Rev De Salis in 1894 and given 
to the Church  was used for meetings and the Working Mens 
club met  there.Both the Congregational and Methodist Chapels 
were well attended.
The  Surgery was probaby  at St Mildred’s North Street having 
been at Carlton House Previously . The Doctor would of Course 
make Home visits for a charge.,No longer by Horseback as The 
Milverton Ladies had made a collection and bought him a car !
 
Miss Edith Broadmead ran the Nursing Fund and paid for a 
Nurse who lived in Sand Street, this became a cottage Hospital.
 
There was a choice of 4 Inns & Public Houses
The Lion in Sand St ( Blackdown house } It closed 1921
The George hotel Closed in 1968
The White hart,  Closed in 2008
The Globe Still Open !!
There had been a Cider House in North Street  [ The Cottage ] 
which was still open in 1911  and maybe William Vickery the 
Cider Merchant  lived there.
 
Sgt Guppy kept the Village in order and lived in Fore Street.
The London County Westminster & Parr’s Bank Ltd. and the 
Post Office  had a branch in Milverton
 
So Milverton was a Happy  self contained Village but it had to 
wait 3 more years before it could Hold its popular Sports 
activities in its own Recreation Ground Purchased by Public 
Subscription in 1923…..Maggie Dinning ::Milverton History 
Group

NEXT MONTH
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 THE BRITISH HOTEL, SEVASTOPOL, CRIMEA

May 12th was the 200th anniversary of the birth of the lady with the lamp, 
Florence Nightingale. Her role in nursing soldiers in the Crimean War is 
legendary. She brought organisation, hygiene and nursing skills, together with 
central procurement of supplies, to a previously regiment-based service that 
relied on secondment of ordinary soldiers, with no special training, as medical 
orderlies.

 

 But what of that other ‘angel of the Crimea’, the black nurse, Mary Jane 
(‘Mother’) Seacole’? Born in Jamaica, her father was a Scottish army officer, 
her mother a free Jamaican ‘doctoress’ – skilled in hygiene and herbal 
remedies traditional to Caribbean and West African cultures. Mary Jane 
worked at her mother’s Blundell Hall, an hotel/ hospital near Kingston. Here 
she learnt both medical and hotel skills.
In 1853 war broke out with Russia ostensibly over control of religious sites in 
the Holy Land, with Russia making attempts to grab lands from the Ottoman 
Empire – the ‘sick man of Europe’. Mary visited Britain and volunteered as a 
nurse. On being turned down by the army and some say later by Nightingale, 
she raised funds from a friend and relative, and set up her own hotel/ hospital 
behind the lines at Sevastopol. From there she treated wounded soldiers, 
visiting battlefields often under fire. On the fall of Sevastopol, she was among 
the first to enter the town, tending to Russian as well as British, French and 
Turkish combatants. Sadly, she returned to London in poverty but was helped 
by public subscription, even from Florence herself.
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Cat Sweatman

Phone number
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Trev
Mil & Fitz meeting on January 9th 2020
The Battle of Britain over Somerset
Speaker John Smith
Methodist Rooms at 7.30 pm  

Being in the food distribution business, we are relatively fortunate, at least people want 
the product we have, the challenge is getting the right product to the right place at the 
right time.
Logistics have worked well, our UK truck drivers, container companies, hauliers have 
been fantastic and should not be forgotten, one did admit to me with less cars on the 
road in fact life has been a little easier !!

Our main challenge is keeping our office and warehouse staff safe

Office staff have, in the main, been able to work from home, with a maximum of only two 
in the office at any one time. Investment in IT over the years means that all Uk staff, plus 
the ones in the USA, Australia and China can access any information they need 24 hours 
a day, and as we work in 17 time zones they can carry out their work un restricted

Warehouse staff are more critical, they can’t work from home, so we have fairly strict 
controls. No non employees can enter the building, eg drivers, postman, couriers
The warehouse has its own kitchen and toilet facilities
Any symptoms they have to notify immediately and we make a decision
The rest of us communicate daily Zoom or whats App
 
How has business changed ?

As with the UK most of our food service accounts (restaurants, Hotels etc) in USA and 
Australia have declined, but retail demand has been good

The slight decline in business has been more that offset by saving on travel and 
exhibitions

We are looking at other ways to communicate with customers to tell them about new 
products and opportunities, electronic new letters, webinars, on line trade advertising 

People have been far more patient, understanding of problems and willing to help, and 
feeling that we all have this problem so lets help each other

Staff working very effectively from home, getting their work done much faster with fewer 
distractions
 

The Challenges of keeping a business running in lockdown
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Coronavirus “Lockdown” in Milverton
 
Although Ian and I are in our late seventies, we had never thought of ourselves as “old”.  
So it was something of a shock when we were told we would have to self isolate during 
the coronavirus/Covid-19 “lockdown”.
 
During the lockdown we have really missed the company of others.   Normally our house 
is rather like Piccadilly Circus but no one has been inside since the beginning of 
lockdown. But we are so lucky to live in the wonderful village of Milverton.    Every day 
our newspapers were delivered by volunteers;  our shopping was done by neighbours or 
brought from the Milverton Stores by volunteers under the  splendid organisation of 
Emma and Russell Jenkins;  prescriptions from the surgery were brought by volunteers;  
Stuart the Gundenham Dairy milkman delivered our milk;  the postman delivered our 
post (often in fancy dress);  our rubbish and recycling was collected;   Potters the 
butchers in Wellington delivered our meat;  Mary Jenkins in Wellington delivered our fruit 
and vegetables order.    We were so grateful to all these wonderful people who kept us 
going.
 
Ian learned how to use an I-phone so we joined WhatsApp groups;  mastered the art of 
Zoom-ing for church services, meetings, lectures, etc.;  watched opera, ballet and 
theatre productions on Netflix and YouTube;  and we stayed in touch with family and 
friends on FaceTime which was reassuring as several were working on the frontline of 
the NHS.
 
In North Street we have had successful socially distanced parties for VE Day, birthdays 
and anniversaries and we all turned out to clap on Thursdays.
 
We feel so sad for all those who have lost their jobs, all those who have lost their 
incomes, all those who have had Covid-19 and all those whose friends and relations 
have died as a result of Covid-19.   But we feel so fortunate to live in Milverton.
 
Thank you to everyone who has helped to make life under “lockdown” bearable – and 
even at times  enjoyable – despite  the worrying times we were/are  living through.
 
Jean Ainsworth-Smith
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   Benefice Services 
APRIL  2020

SERVICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ
 
                                                           
1)      What do you get if you cross a horse with a donkey?
2)      What is Elvis Presley’s middle name?
3)      How many English monarchs were never crowned?
4)      Who wrote “Oh! What a tangled web we weave When first we practice to deceive?”
5)      Who wrote “If you are going through hell, keep going”?
6)      Who was the last Scottish monarch to be crowned at Stone?
7)      What is the former name of New York?
8)      Which city has the oldest zoo?
9)      What is the National animal of Canada?
10)   When and where was Prime Minister Harold Macmillan’s “Wind of Change” speech 
made?
11)   Where and when did the Wright brothers make their first flight?
12)   Where and when was the NATO Agreement signed?
13)   How old was Henry VIII when he came to the throne and in what year?
14)   Which city has the longest metro network?
15)   Which city has the highest percentage of foreign born residents?
16)    From which country does Pitta Bread originate?
17)   What is the most famous beer in Ireland?
18)   Which Bizet opera is based on an 1845 novella by Prosper Merimee?
19)   In 2009, which poetry award was established in honour of a poet laureate who died 
in 1998?
20)   Featuring music and lyrics by David Bowie, the musical “Lazarus” is a sequel to 
which 1963 Walter Tevis novel?
21)   In which country did the Soviet occupation forces help crush a June 16 – 17, 1953 
uprising?
22)   Which artist painted “The Scream”?
23)    Who made the painting “Guernica”?
24)     Which nuts are used in marzipan?
25)     Which Italian artist painted “The Birth of Venus”?    

      
 NSPCC   SOUTH QUANTOCKS,  Instead of our usual fundraising events you might like 
to attempt this Quiz.   If you have enjoyed it please make a donation to the NSPCC to help 
in their work to keep children safe in these difficult times.    
https:/www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do  

ANSWERS 

1)Hinny 2)Aaron 3)3 – Edward V, Lady Jane Grey and Edward VIII 4)Sir Walter Scott 5)Winston Churchill 
6)Charles II in 1651 7)New Amsterdam 8)Vienna 9)N. American Beaver 10)3rd Feb. 1960 in Cape Town, 
South Africa 11)On a sandy beach in N. Carolina in 1903 12)Signed on 4th April 1949 in Washington DC. 
There were 12 founding States with another 18 joining between 1952 and 2020 13)He was 17 and came to 
the throne in 1509 14)Beijing 15)Dubai 16)Greece 17)Guiness 18)Carmen 19)Ted Hughes 20)”The Man Who 
Fell to Earth” 21)East Germany 22)Edvard Munch 23)Pablo Picasso 24)Almonds 25)Botticelli
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Milverton Parish Council

Following the resignation of two Councillors, the Parish Council has two 
vacancies. 
Councillors will fill these vacancies by co-option and would be pleased to 
hear from anyone who would like to play a role in this interesting and 
varied aspect of village life.
For details and an informal discussion please call the Chair of the Council 
Ian Ainsworth Smith on  400365 or the Clerk, Clare Winter on 01823 
972529.
Candidates must be a citizen of the UK, Ireland or the EU, at least 18 
years old and be an elector in the Parish or an owner of land in the Parish 
or lives within three miles of the Parish or works mainly in the Parish.

Milverton Parish Council will welcome a new Clerk in January. 
Clare Winter’s phone number is 01823 972529
and she can be contacted by email at      milvertonpc@gmail.com  

We also have a new Responsible Financial Officer, who is, Kerry Campbell

Very sincere thanks to Lorna Thorne, who is retiring, but has been acting 
as Clerk  since the retirement of Gwil Wren.

Swifts in the tower
One evening in 2019 the conservation group (Gwil Wren & I)                                    
invited a group of swift enthusiasts from the Taunton area into                                     
the village to conduct a very rudimentary survey of the number                                      
of swifts that were nesting in the village. We met outside the                                  Globe 
and set off around the village in two separate groups to                                   see what 
we could find. I was with a chap called Simon and we                                      walked 
through the churchyard past the church, he was quite                                    keen to 
see if there were any swifts around the church tower.                                  Swifts tend 
to favour the cliff-like faces of high buildings such as                           church towers to 
find a suitable nesting site. They are not particularly messy nesting birds and it’s only 
possible to find the nest sites by seeing them enter or exit the nesting site.
The problem is that this is not true of all birds particularly pigeons and to stop them 
entering bell towers and causing an unholy mess, most louvre bell tower windows have 
now been netted to stop all birds getting in.
Simon did say that it would be great to have a nest box in the tower so I said let's see 
what we can do.
I phoned Helene (the Rector) and we arranged to walk down to the vicarage to meet 
her to talk about how we might get a swift box in the tower. Well, it’s taken a little while 
to prepare plans and submit them but the church has now granted a faculty for the 
conservation group to make and fit a swift box behind one of the louvred windows in 
the church tower.
Our evening ended in the Globe (where else) and the eventual count was that there 
were 8 sites in the village where swifts were nesting. We also plan to supply nest boxes 
around the village so watch this space and we’ll keep you updated on our progress.
Trevor Phelps  - info@mcvg.org.uk

Mill & Fitz Mag - Pandemic

Before our current “lockdown” because of Coronavirus 19 when was the last time the 
word pandemic entered your train of thought?  Well, I can’t tell you exactly when I thought 
about it, but I can tell you where. I went home and looked up the Spanish Flu pandemic as 
I wanted to know the date.

The Spanish flu was believed to have started in the spring of 1918 and lasted for 15 
months. This was a time when people didn’t travel as widely as they do today, but WWI 
ended November 1918 and troops were being repatriated. Plus if you think governments 
are all over the place with our current pandemic, just think of an infection breaking out 
when countries are at war with each other. Because of the war, states were suppressing 
the information about the pandemic for reasons of national security. 

This was a heady mix to spread the virus to infect over 500 million people and the death 
toll was estimated to be anywhere between 17 and 50 million. And why was it called the 
“Spanish” flu as the geographical origins were not clear? Spain was neutral in WWI and 
their free press was the first to report the pandemic, hence the “Spanish Flu”

So where did I think about this pandemic? It’s a sad fact that having lived in the village all 
my life (so far) every year I know more and more people who reside there. It was walking 
past a gravestone in the churchyard of the Rowen family, near the path a few yards from 
the gate leading to North Street. 

Father John Rowen, aged 76, wife Anne also 76 their son John 38 and eldest son Robert 
48. Now that’s not unusual to have a family sharing a grave, but the dates of death have 
always intrigued me, as they all died in 1910 and in the month of May, 6th, 10th, 24th and 26th respectively. 

So what happened to this family in that fateful month of May 1910? Well, it wasn’t the Spanish flu pandemic 
because that was 1918 - 19. Was it a fire or another tragedy does anyone alive today in the village know? 

Trevor Phelps
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Lockdown Reflections
 
We saw it coming from the start of the year
But it was the other side of the world, so nothing to fear
Then back in March, one Sunday night
The PM told us, we had to sit tight
 
We must stay indoors and not go outside
Just one spell of walking or a short bicycle ride
The schools were all shut, with lessons on-line
Parents as teachers – how do they have time?
 
Working from home was the new thing to do
So now the commute time is a minute or two!
Meetings on Facetime, by email, on Zoom
The office is now what was your spare room
 
The roads are much quieter, with very few cars
The restaurants are closed, as are the bars
Shops except food stores have all shut their doors
To control this pandemic – that’s what it’s all for
 
When restrictions were easing, some start to break out
And head for the coast, lockdown guidelines they flout
It’s hard to stay distant and keep families apart
Not seeing your loved ones, it just breaks your heart
 
Let’s hope the worst is over and there’s no second spike
With life back to normal – doing things we all like
Except things are different, they can’t be the same
Life has changed for us all since the pandemic came
 
We’ll look back on these times in years to come
And think “we got through this as we stayed at home”
And remember all those who didn’t survive
And our great NHS for keeping hope alive.
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Telephone numbers are essential, 
addresses are not required. Copy 
to the Editor by the 15th of each 
month

   Milverton Bridge Club

                             Join us in the Victoria Reading 
Rooms 

every Wednesday
From 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm

Still only £2.00 per session
For more information call
Sylvia on 01823 400272 

or just turn up on the day.
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Letter from the Right Reverend Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells

Building a sustainable and hopeful future
 
One impact of the Coronavirus pandemic is there is now a lot of talk about the 
need to change and to re-imagine society, in order to build a sustainable and 
hopeful future.  This is to be welcomed.  However, change is something that we 
always have to live with.  The Greek philosopher, Heraclitus, writing some 500 
years before Christ, was a great proponent of this.  He is known for saying: ‘There 
is nothing permanent except change’ and that you cannot step into the same river 
twice.  By this he meant that just as the river flows so that you cannot touch the 
same water twice, so no two situations are exactly the same and that the world is 
constantly changing.
 
We live in a time of extraordinary change.  Self-driving transport is now practical, 
not just for cars, but also perhaps more alarmingly for ships and aircraft.   Artificial 
Intelligence is opening amazing new possibilities and medicine is advancing 
rapidly as the decoding of the human genome increases our understanding of 
many diseases.  At the same time our world groans under the weight of lifestyles 
and exploitation of resources which are not sustainable.  I am writing this on World 
Environment Day and it is becoming increasingly clear that we need to change the 
way we live before we wreck even more havoc on the world which God has given 
us to steward and care for.
 
But in looking for change we need perhaps to look in rather than out.  I remember 
once reading someone saying: ‘You can’t change what is going on around you, 
until you start changing what’s going on within you’. Or as Tolstoy put it: ‘Everyone 
thinks of changing the world. But no one thinks of changing themself.’ It is 
sometimes said that if ‘we change the way we look at things, the things we look at 
change.’ There may be so truth in that and perhaps we need to use this time of 
lockdown to continue to reflect on what it means to look at the world through God’s 
eyes and to live faithfully in God’s world so that we all play our part in building a 
sustainable and hopeful future.
 
Every blessing
Bishop Peter
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